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The Priority of Edification | 1 Corinthians 14:1-25

Pursue love and strive for the spiritual gifts, and especially that you may
prophesy.

1 Corinthians 14:1

The church in Corinth was known for its self-centered, carnal living and
this lifestyle had made itself apparent in their use of spiritual gifts. Paul
is now given the complicated job of affirming that all of the spiritual
gifts given to the church are good, and then making the distinction that
their use of them was not good! This sinful body of believers had taken
what God had intended for good, spiritual gifts, and they had used them
to their own self ends.

I. The Spiritual Gift of Prophesy excels Tongues (1-5)
Tongues provide no corporate edification (2)

Prophesy edifies, exhorts and comforts all (3)

Tongues edify the speaker (4)

Prophesy edifies tje.;lmq:h"i)

Both prophgsy téngues are demﬁe@t edification is
the end goal'of bothi%)' 11 A

1. Th(&p‘rtua Gift of Tongues must be understood in order to
be profitable (6-19)
A.  The example of music (7)
B.  The example of the battle cry (8)
C.  The example of language (9-11 and Genesis 11:1—9)
D. The example of the Iocal church (12—19)
1,
ll. The Splﬂtual’Glft of TongUes is out. of place. |ﬁ the church (20-

Wiun

25) Ui i ol et AL
.Tongues afe a S|gn to unbellevers (20-22; Acts 2)
Prophesy is for the edification of believers (22)
Tongues in the church lead the uninformed and unbelieving to
say, “You're crazy!” (23)
D.  Prophesy will lead the unbeliever and uninformed to
conviction, repentance and salvation! (24-25)
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

For clarification purposes. The gift of tongues was the divine ability
given by the Spirit of God that allowed believers to speak in a foreign
language that they had never before learned. In their speaking they
would reveal the mysteries of God in a known language. On the day of
Pentecost (Acts 2) tongues were for the first time on open display and
people in the crowd were hearing a message from God in their own
language, by believers who did not know that language in which they
were speaking. In Acts 14 it is established that there are some
guidelines for the use of tongues and their purpose is for a sign to
unbelievers, specifically unbelieving Jews.

1) There are some in charismatic circles that teach that in order to truly
be saved you must have a 2" filling of the Holy Spirit that is
expressed in the speaking of tongues. How would you respond to
that belief using the Scriptures?

2) Read verses 22 and 23 again. In verse 22 it says that tongues are a
sign for unbelievers and then in v. 23 it says that when tongues are
used in the church they will cause unbelievers to say you are crazy
and out of your mind {Interestingly this term is used of Jesus (Jn.
10:20, Paul (Acts 26:24, 25) and the servant girl who said Peter was
at the door (Acts 12:15)}. How would a gift intended as a sign to
unbelievers be misinterpreted by the same as a group of crazy
people? (Hint: Look at Acts 2 and see what the groups initially
reaction was to the first speakers of tongues)

3) Paul elevates the gift of prophesy over the gift of tongues because
the gift of prophesy edified the saved, evangelized the lost and it did
not need interpretation or explanation! Our church believes that
the sign gifts such as tongues have ceased (1 Corinthians 13:8-10)
and this cessation in my opinion happened within the first century
of the church. With that said, how do we engage fellow believers in
Christ who hold to a different view of tongues?

4) What is your practical takeaway from this passage of Scripture?



GREEK STUDY AND NOTES FROM OTHER SOURCES

v.1

didkw (dioko) Pursue—pursue, follow in haste, press forward, do
something with an intense effort to a goal (Mt. 23:34, Luke
17:23; Rev. 12:13; Phil. 3:12, 14)—This verb is stronger than the
one that follows...eagerly desire

(N\ow (zeloo) Eagerly Desire—set one’s heart on, be deeply committed
to something (1 Cor. 12:31, James 4:2, Acts 7:9, 17:5, 1 Cor.
13:4, James 4:2)

nvevpatikdg (pneumatikos) spiritual gifts—one who is spiritual, spiritual
gifts, spiritual (1 Cor. 2:13b; 3:1; 12:1; Gal. 6:1, Eph. 1:3, Mk.
16:15, 1 Cor. 3:1, 1 Cor. 12:9, 1 Cor. 2:13b, Eph. 6:12)

TpoPNTEVW (prophéteud) prophesy—speak inspired utterances,
prophesy (Mt. 7:22, Mk. 14:65; Lk. 1:67; Jn. 11:51, Acts 2:17,
19:6, 21:9, 1 Cor. 11:4, 13:9, 14:1ff; Jude 14, Rev. 10:11, 11:3).

V.2

YA&@ooa (glossa) tongues--a tongue, body part (Jas 3:5); a flame
tongue Ac 2:3, 11; language, a known language (Ac 2:4);
ecstatic language, (1Co 12:10-14:39; Mk 16:17), 4. speech (Ac
2:26); 5. speech, faculty or capacity (Lk 1:64); 6. utterance, that
which is said (1Jn 3:18); 7. person, as one who utters something
(Php 2:11)

uvotiplov (mystérion) mysteries—this is the word translated
elsewhere, mystery, regarding a secret of God not previously
revealed.

v.5

uéyag (megas) greater—Ilarge, greater in size, status or degree. (Acts
4:33, Rev. 16:9, Mt. 27:60, Mk. 5:11, Rev. 20:1, Mt. 5:19, 1 Cor.
9:11, 2 Cor. 11:15, Acts 26:29, Mt. 20:25, Mk. 10:42, Rev. 19:5)

depunvedw (dierméneud) interprets-translate or explain (Acts 9:36, 1
Cor. 12:30, 14:5, 13, 27, Lk. 24:27, Acts 18:6)

oikodour| (oikodomé) built up-oikos=house; building, construction,
making more able (Mt. 24:1, Mk. 13:1, Eph. 2:21, 1 Cor. 3:9,

Eph. 4:12, 1 Tim. 1:4, Rom. 14:19; 15:2; 1 Cor. 3:9, 14:3, 5, 12,
26; 2 Cor. 5:1,10:8; 12:19; 13:10; Eph. 4:16, 29)

Verse 5 is an emphatic restatement of vlb. (Mare 272)
V.6
w@eAéw (opheled) profit-help, provide assistance (Jn 6:63, Mt. 27:24)

arokaAvyig (apokalypsis) revelation-a disclosure (Lk. 2:32, Rom. 16:25,
1 Cor. 1:7; 14:6; 2 Cor. 12:1; Gal. 1:12; Eph. 1:17; 2 Th. 1:7; 1 Pet
1:7; Rev. 1:1)

yv®oig (gnosis) knowledge-(Lk. 1:77, Rom. 2:20; 1 Cor. 8:1, 1 Tim. 6:20,
Lk. 11:52)

npognteia (propheteia) prophesying-inspired utterance, a prophesy
from God (Mt. 13:14, Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 13:2)

0dax| (didaché) teaching-teaching, provide instruction, doctrine (Mk.
12:38, In. 8:2, Mt. 16:12, Acts 5:28, 17:19)

Paul’s “but now” statement is Paul drawing a conclusion from his first 5
verses.

The two types of communication Paul gives in this passage is in 2
categories (1) supernatural revelation (c.f. Gal. 2:2) and prophecy and
(2) natural tools of communication-knowledge and teaching (1 Cor.
12:8-10) (Mare 273)

v.7
dpuyog (apsychos) without life-used only here in NT

@wvn (phoné) sound-sound, any type of the breaking of sound waves,
any noise (Lk. 1:44, 9:35; Mt. 2:18, 24:31, 1 Cor. 14:10, Lk. 11:27, Acts
2:14;14:11; 22:22)

daotoAn (diastole) distinction —distinction or difference (Rom. 3:22;
10:12)

@0dyyog (phthongos) sounds — musical note or tone, utterance, voice
(Rom. 10:18)

v.8



&dnAog (adélos) uncertain-not clear, also used of an unmarked tomb in
Luke 11:44

v.9
Aéyog (logos) words-(Jn. 4:41, Acts 14:12, 19:20, Col. 3:16, Mk. 16:20)
gbonuog (euseémos) easy to understand-intelligible, clear, distinct

YIWVQWOKW (ginosko) be known-to understand (Rom. 1:21, Jn. 17:3, 1 In.
2:3, Rom. 7:7) also of sexual intercourse (Mt. 1:25, Lk. 1:34)

anp (aér) air
Verses 7-9 emphasizes the point that sound without understanding is of
no value.

v. 10

Toyxavw (tygchano) it may be-doubtless, experience, have happen to

(Acts 19:11, 24:2, 2 Tim. 2:10, Lk. 10:30) probably, perhaps (1 Cor.

14:10; 15:37; 16:6, Lk. 20:13, Acts 12:15)
v.11

TUYXAVW (tygchand) know — to possess information about, comprehend
the meaning of something (Mt. 6:8, 32; Mt. 7:11, 9:4; 25:13; 1
Th. 4:4)

dUvapig (dynamis) meaning-mighty deed, supernatural power, it is a
little unusual the use of this word as it typically is in the context
of the miraculous powers! “The meaning of language refers to
its “power” to convey meaning.” (Mare 273)

@wVvn (phoné) language-sound, voice, used earlier in same passage.

BapPapog (barbaros) foreigner — non-greek, barbarian, behavior
associated with low culture (Col. 3:11, Acts 28:2, 4, 1 Cor. 14:11,
Rom. 1:14, 1 Cor. 14:11).

v.12

(nA\wtH|g (zelotés) zealous-eager, enthusiastic (Acts 21:20; 22:3; 1 Cor.
14:12; Gal. 1:14, Tit. 2:14, 1 Pet. 3:13)

nmvedua (pneuma) spiritual gifts-from the word spirit.

(ntéw (zeteo) you seek-desire, demand, try to obtain (Mk. 1:37; Mt.
18:11, Mk. 11:18, 1 Cor. 1:22)

neplooebw (perisseud) excel-be in abundance, excessive, cause to be
more (Mt. 5:20, 1 Thess. 3:12, 1 Cor. 8:8, 2 Cor. 1:5)

oikodour| (0oikodomé) edification-oikos=house; building, construction,
making more able (Mt. 24:1, Mk. 13:1, Eph. 2:21, 1 Cor. 3:9,
Eph. 4:12, 1 Tim. 1:4, Rom. 14:19; 15:2; 1 Cor. 3:9, 14:3, 5, 12,
26; 2 Cor. 5:1, 10:8; 12:19; 13:10; Eph. 4:16, 29)

v. 14

npooevyouatl (proseuchomai) pray and prays-most common word for
pray in NT

YA®@ooa (glossa) tongues--a tongue, body part (Jas 3:5); a flame
tongue Ac 2:3, 11; language, a known language (Ac 2:4);
ecstatic language, (1Co 12:10-14:39; Mk 16:17), 4. speech (Ac
2:26); 5. speech, faculty or capacity (Lk 1:64); 6. utterance, that
which is said (1Jn 3:18); 7. person, as one who utters something
(Php 2:11)

voU¢ (nous) mind-psychological facility of understanding, reasoning and
deciding

dxapmog (akarpos)-unfruitful-useless, unproductive, without fruit (Mt.
13:22, Mk. 4:19, Jude 12, 1 Cor. 1414, Eph. 5:11, Tit. 3:14, 2 Pet
1:8)

These verses are interesting as they share that a person’s knowledge is
not edified when speaking in tongues, but one’s spirit is. This would
explain why the Corinthians who were carnal (led by the flesh) had such
an infatuation with tongues. They enjoyed the emotional, spiritual
experience and had no concern for its interpretation so that edification
corporately could take place through its being understood. It might
even be possible that the congregation didn’t even want to hear an
interpretation, but each simply wanted the emotional/spiritual
experience without concern for personal or corporate edification.

v.19

Katnxéw (katéched) teach-teach, instruct, inform, report (Acts 18:25,
Rom. 2:18, 1 Cor. 14:19, Gal. 6:6, Luke 1:4, Acts 21:21, 24)

uvplog (myrios) ten thousand-countless, non-calculated number,
formally pertaining to the number 10,000. (1 Cor. 4:15)



Reminder...Tongues were to be used to communicate the message of
salvation to the unsaved in a language they understood (Acts 2). In the
church setting this gift was useless as believers already knew and
believed the message!

v.23

id1wtng (idiotes) uninformed-outsiders, someone not an expert (1 Cor.
14:16, 23, 24). It is where we get our word, “idiot”

dmiotog (apistos) unbelievers-unbeliever, one who does not believe the
Gospel, without faith!

Maivouat (mainomai) out of your mind-insane, to be mad (Jn. 10:20,
Acts 12:15, 26:24, 25)

v.24

eNEyxw (elegchd) convinced-rebuke, expose, show one’s fault (Mt.
18:15, Jn. 3:20, 16:8, Eph. 5:11, 1 Tim. 5:20)

avakpivw (anakrino) convicted-investigate in court, evaluate carefully
(1 Cor. 2:15, Acts 17:11, Lk. 23:14, 1 Cor. 9:3)

v. 25
kpuntdg (Kryptos) secrets-secret knowledge, hidden
@avepdc (phaneros) revealed-widely known, well known

“In this section Paul implies that prophecy is superior to speaking in
tongues because though tongues, as in Acts 2, can be impressive to the
unbelievers in showing that God is present and can lead them to face
the claims of Christ, yet prophecy can be more effectively used to bring
the unbelievers to the place of conviction of sin. This was true of
Peter’s sermon following the speaking in tongues at Pentecost (Acts
2:14-37)...He concludes that tongues can be and really are a sign of
something miraculous, an indication of God’s presence to eth
unbeliever. The believer does not need that sign. He already has the
indwelling Holy Spirit. But this is not all. Too much emphasis should not
be placed on tongues even for unbelievers, for excessive use of this gift
will have an adverse effect on them and they will think that the
Christians are out of their minds. Furthermore, all-the whole church as
well as the unbelievers-need the blessing of prophecy that can bring
unbelievers who come into the church meeting under the conviction of
sin.” (Mare 274).



SECTION OUTLINE FOURTEEN (1 CORINTHIANS 14) Il.  THE GIFT OF TONGUES(14:2, 4a, 1317, 21-25, 27-35)

Paul contrasts and compares the gifts of tongnedsprophecy. A. The reasons for this gift(14:2, 4a21-25)
I.  THE GIFT OF PROPHECY(14:1, 3, 4b12, 1819, 29-33)

A. The admonition to seek this gif(14:1): Love should be the
highest goal, but prophecy should be sought after as well.

B. The advantages of this gif(14:3, 456, 18-19)
1. It strengthens, encourages, and comforts believers (14:3).
2. It edifies the entire church (14:4b).

1. Inregardto believers (14:2, 4a)

a. The speaker utters mysteries to God that are
unknown to man (14:2).

b. The speaker edifies himself (14:4a).
2. Inregard to unbelievers (14:2125)
a. The prediction (14:21): Paul quotigem Isaiah,

3. Itis Paul’s personal choice for the Corinthian church where the prophet warned that God would allow
(14:5). foreign-speaking nations (Assyria, Babylon, etc.) to
4. Itis Paul’s most effective way to help all the churches punish his sinful people (Isa. 28:11R).
(14:6). b. The purpose (14:22): The gift of tongues is thus a
5. In fact, he feels this gift is 2,000 times more effective than sign of judgment for unbelieving Israel.
the gift of tongues (14:18-19). c. The problem (14:23): Paul warns against the entire
C. The analogies concerning this gif14:7-12): Paul offers church’s e xercising he
three analogies, each proving the superiority of prophecy over unsaved person come in and conclude that all are
tongues. out of their minds.
1. From the music world (14:7): No one recognizes the d. The persuasion (14:225): However, if the gift of
melody unless each note is sounded clearly. prophecy (preaching) is ieffect, that unsaved

. _ person might be convinced to accept Christ.
2. From the military world (14:8): An unclear call to battle is

useless. B. The rules governing this gift(14:13-17, 2732, 34-35)
3. From the daily world (14:9-12): Unclear language is 1. Those speaking in tongues should pray that what is said
useless language. might be correctly interpreted (14:13-14).

N

D. The admonitions concerning this gift(14:29-33) The one praying and singing with his spirit is also to do

: . both with his mind (14:15-17).
1. Only two or three people should prophesy in a service,

and the others should evaluate what is said (14:29). 3. No more than two or three should speak in tongues at any

. . . - service (14:27a).
2. If one person is prophesying and another receives a divine

revelation, the first person should allow the second to 4. They should speak one at a time (14:27b).

speak (14:36-31). 5. Someone must be present to interpret, or they should keep
3. Those who prophesy must remain in control of their spirit quiet (14:27e-28).

so that they can wait their turn to speak (4:32-33). 6. Women are not to speak in tongues or prophesy in the

church meetings (14:34-35).



IV.  THE GUIDELINES FORBOTH GIFTS (14:20, 33, 3640): Paul
offers a fourfold conclusion covering both gifts.

A. Be asinnocengs infants and as intelligent as adults in
exercising these qift§14:20).

B. These gifts and all others should be used solely for the
edification of others(14:26).

C. Be eager to prophesy, and ddnforbid tongues (14:39).
D. Do everythingin a fitting and orderly way (14:33, 40).

E. Obey what Paul has written, for these are God
commands(14:36-38).

(Wilmington)
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