February 28, 2010 Pastor David King

Part 30 | THE RESURRECTION:
If Christ Be Not Raised | 1 Corinthians 15:12-34

First Corinthians...Sinners Yet Saints

And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is
also empty. *If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men
the most pitiable, **°If the dead do not rise, “Let us eat and drink for
tomorrow we die!”
but now Christ is risen from the dead...

1 Corinthians 15:14, 19, 32b, 20

IMPLICATIONS IF THERE IS NO RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD __ (12-19)

1) Jesusis not (12-13, 16)
2) Our Preachingis (14)
3) OurFaithis (14, 17)
4) We are false witness, 1(15)
5) God did not up (15)
6) We are still in our sins (17)
7) The dead in Christ are (18)
8) Weareto be above all others (19)
HOPE BECAUSE OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION (20-28)
1) Jesusisthe of the dead in Christ (20, 23)
2) Jesus reverses Adam'’s and brings (21-22)
3) Jesus puts all things into (24-25, 27-28)
4) Jesus permanently destroys (26)
EFFECTS OF DENYING THE RESURRECTION (29-32)
1) The Christian is without Purpose (29)
2) The Christian is without Purpose (30-31)
3) The Christian is without Purpose (32)
SUMMARY STATEMENTS (33-34)

1) Evil company corrupts good habits: Avoid those who deny the
resurrection as they are false teachers who do not know God
2) Awake to righteousness, and do not sin: Lead a holy life

Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.” Awake to
righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of
God. | speak this to your shame.

1 Corinthians 15:33-34

Small Group Discussion Questions

Reread 1 Corinthians 15:12-34 as a group

Question 1: What implication of “no resurrection” is most significant to you?
Why?

Question 2: What hope of the resurrection is most significant to you? Why?

Question 3: In what ways does the resurrection bring purpose to this life? Give
specific answers?

Question 4: The summary statement following Paul’s treatise on the
resurrection calls believers to (1) avoid false teachers who reject the
resurrection and (2) lead a holy life. Of all the applications to the teaching on
the resurrection, what would drive Paul to choose these two applications?
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And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is
also empty. *If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men
the most pitiable, **°If the dead do not rise, “Let us eat and drink for
tomorrow we die!”
but now Christ is risen from the dead...

1 Corinthians 15:14, 19, 32b, 20

IMPLICATIONS IF THERE IS NO RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD (12-19)
9) Jesusis not risen (12-13, 16)
10) Our Preaching is empty (14)
11) Our Faith is empty (14, 17)
12) We are false witness, liars! (15)
13) God did not raise up Jesus (15)
14) We are still in our sins (17)
15) The dead in Christ are perished (18)
16) We are to be pitied above all others (19)

HOPE BECAUSE OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION (20-28)
5) Jesus is the first fruits of the dead in Christ (20, 23)
6) Jesus reverses Adam’s death and brings life (21-22)
7) Jesus puts all things into subjection (24-25, 27-28)
8) Jesus permanently destroys death (26)

EFFECTS OF DENYING THE RESURRECTION (29-32)
4) The Christian Perpetuation is without Purpose (29)
5) The Christian Peril is without Purpose (30-31)
6) The Christian Persecution is without Purpose (32)

SUMMARY STATEMENTS (33-34)
3) Evil company corrupts good habits: Avoid those who deny the
resurrection as they are false teachers who do not know God
4) Awake to righteousness, and do not sin: Lead a holy life

Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.” Awake to
righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of
God. | speak this to your shame.

1 Corinthians 15:33-34

Commentary of 1 Corinthians 15:12ff

1 Corinthians 15:12-19

Verse 12—Some were saying that there was no resurrection of the dead

Verse 13 & 16—If there is no resurrection of the dead, then there is no
resurrection of Jesus

Verse 14ff If Jesus is not risen then...

1) v. 14-our preaching is empty

2) v. 14 & 17-our faith is empty

3) v. 15-we are false witnesses of God

4) v. 17-we are still in our sins

5) v. 18-Dead believers have perished

6) v. 19-The believer’s life is pitiable

1 Corinthians 15:20-28

Verse 20—1) Christ is risen from the dead, 2) Christ is the firstfruits of the dead
in Christ

Verse 21-22—1) Man (Adam) brought death 2) Man (Christ) brought life

Verse 23-Order of the resurrection (First) Christ (Second) believer’s at 2"
coming

Verse 24-26-(Then) Jesus delivers the kingdom to God the Father, (Then) He
puts an end to all rule and authority (Then) He puts an end to death, the
last enemy

Verse 27-28-(15:27-28.) The reprise of these verses is found in verse 57. It is
by the power of God that the incarnate Christ victoriously mediates His
authority (cf. Phil. 3:21). This work of the Sonwill find ultimate
completion in the glory of the Father (cf. John 17:4-5). That too is the
ultimate goal of the church (cf. 1 Cor. 10:31; Eph. 1:6, 12, 14). When
God is all in all (cf. Rom. 11:36), the new creation will be consummated
and the resurrected Christ and His church will share in that experience
(cf. Rev. 22:1).!

1 Corinthians 15:2934

Verses 29Up to 200 explanations have been given of this verse! Most of these
interpretations are inane, prompted by a desire to conform this verse to an
orthodox doctrine of baptism. It is clear from the context, however, that
Paul distinguished his own practice and teaching from that described

'Walvoord, John F. ; Zuck, Roy B. ; Dallas Theological Seminary: The Bible Knowledge Commentary :
An Exposition of the Scriptures. Wheaton, IL : Victor Books, 1983-c1985, S. 2:544



here. He merely held up the teaching of being baptized for the deadas a
practice of some who denied the Resurrection.

How the false teachers came to this view may never be known, but just across

the Saronic Gulf, north of Corinth, lay Eleusis, the center of an ancient
mystery religion lauded by Homer (Hymn to Demete478-79) and widely
popular (cf. Cicero, himself an initiate, in De Legibu<. 14. 36). Part of
the rites of initiation into this pagan religion were washings of
purification in the sea without which no one could hope to experience
bliss in the life hereafter (cf. Pindar Fragment212; Sophocles Fragment
753). A vicarious participation in the mysteries was not unknown either
(cf. Orphica Fragment245). Given the Corinthian propensity for
distortion in matters of church practice (11:2-14:40), it was likely that
some in Corinth (possibly influenced by the Eleusinian mystery) were
propounding a false view of baptism which Paul took up and used as an
argument against those who denied the Resurrection. No interpretation of
this text is entirely satisfactory, but this view has as its chief strength the
natural reading of the Greek verse, an asset singularly lacking in other
explanations. Also it is noteworthy that Paul referred to those(not “we”
who are “baptized for the dead.”

15:29-34 Resurrection, Christian baptism and ministry. Paul mounts further

arguments against those who deny the resurrection of the body and the
present consequence for Christian activity. He concludes with a sharp
rebuke against those who are living out their misplaced belief. If there is
no bodily resurrection, then Paul sees that both their baptism and his
ministry are useless. 29 This is a difficult verse. Some have seen it as
supporting the idea that Corinthian Christians were undergoing baptism
on behalf of those already dead, presumably deceased members of their
families. They have further argued that while Paul does not condone it, he
is simply citing what they have done as an argument against their belief.
Paul was no pragmatist. That is rather out of keeping with him as the
pastor, and his incisive critical comment on their conduct throughout this
letter. It would be a practice in conflict with his gospel.

Paul teaches in Rom. 6:3-5 that Christians are buried with Christ in baptism and

raised to walk in newness of life, and that they are united to him in his
death and resurrection. That spiritual experience to which water baptism
points is not simply a reference to ‘the soul” but to the whole person,
including his or her body. The early Greek Fathers concluded on this

*Walvoord, John F. ; Zuck, Roy B. ; Dallas Theological Seminary: The Bible Knowledge Commentary :
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verse that Paul was asking what is the point of undergoing baptism at all,
which was on behalf of bodies—the phrase for the deadit. ‘on behalf of
the dead [bodies]’ is repeated twice—if they will simply disappear.®

Verse 3032 In contrast to the practice of those cited in verse 29, Paul now
mentioned his own lifestyle as a forceful statement of his conviction
about the certainty of the Resurrection. Some of the Corinthians may
have accused Paul of duplicity (cf. 2 Cor. 1:12-14; 2:17; 6:8), but no one
thought him a fool even though he affirmed that he would be one if he
ministered without certainty of the Resurrection. Many times his life was
imperiled (I die every day;cf. 2 Cor. 6:4-5; 11:23-28). At least once he
thought he would die (2 Cor. 1:8-9), probably referred to here as his fight
with wild beastsat Ephesus.Though this was probably not an arena
experience, it was like it in that Paul saw no hope of deliverance. Why
face that if this life were all there is? The Epicureans (and less
philosophical men before them; cf. Isa. 22:13) would be right—pursue
pleasure and avoid pain (cf. Epicurus Letter to Menoeceuk28). But Paul
knew there was more, and his life testified to that fact (cf. 1 Cor. 9:24-27;
2 Cor. 4:16-18).*

Verses 3334 Paul’s concluding advice with reference to those who continued
to deny the Resurrection was like his former counsel concerning immoral
people in the church (chap. 5)—don’t associate with them. Previously he
had compared immorality in the church to yeast in bread (5:6). Here he
quoted the pagan writer Menander (Thais218) to the same effect: Bad
company corrupts good characterFalse teachers should be avoided
(cf. 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1) because though they claimed great knowledge they
were in fact ignorant of God (cf. 1 Cor. 8:2). Were the wise Corinthians
this easily deceived? (cf. 2 Cor. 11:3)°

lit. literally
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