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Part 32 | THE RESURRECTION:  

A Mystery, We Will Not All Sleep | 1 Corinthians 15:51-58 

First Corinthians…Sinners Yet Saints 
 

Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed—in a moment, in a twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the 

trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible. 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 
 

Paul concludes his teaching on the resurrection of the dead by revealing a 

mystery.  This is the mystery that not all believers will indeed experience 

physical death.  The mystery Paul reveals is the rapture (from latin rapturo in 1 

Thess. 4:17) of the church.  All believers will be given transformed bodies, but 

not all will experience physical death, some will be raptured!  

 

I. THE RAPTURE UNITES ALL CHURCH AGE BELIEVERS 

WITH ONE ANOTHER AND CHRIST 

 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 | 1 Corinthians 15:52 

 

II. THE RAPTURE CONNECTS CHURCH AGE BELIEVERS 

WITH THEIR GLORIFIED BODIES 

1 Corinthians 15:52b-54 

  

III. THE RAPTURE SPARES CHURCH-AGE BELIEVERS  FROM 

THE WRATH OF THE TRIBULATION PERIOD 

 Rev. 6:17; Daniel 9:24-27—Tribulation=day of God’s wrath 

 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 5:9—we are delivered from wrath 

 Rev. 3:10, Col. 1:13, John 17:15-we are “kept” ones 

 Rev. 4-22—no mention of church after chapter 3 

 

IV. THE RAPTURE GIVES PURPOSE TO A TRANSFORMED 

LIFESTYLE 

 Stand Firm in Right Doctrine - “Be Steadfast” 

 Be unmoved by false teachers - “immovable” 

 Labor Faithfully – ―always abounding in the work of the Lord” 

 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 

the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 15: 58 



SMALL GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS: 

The rapture of the church takes place just before the 7 year period known as the 

tribulation period, also referred to in Daniel 9:24-27 as the 70
th

 week.  This will 

be a time of unequalled death and destruction connected with God’s wrath.  This 

time period is vividly described in Revelation 4-19, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 and 

2 Thessalonians 2.  This period of future history is also alluded to throughout the 

Old and New Testament in connection with the term the ―day of the Lord.‖ 

 

1Premillenial, PreTribulational Chart of End Times 

Questions #1—There are other views of the timing of the rapture that allow for 

the church to persevere through part or even the entire tribulation period.  

These views are known as the mid-tribulational, pre-wrath or post 

tribulational rapture.  How might you help a person come to a Biblical 

understanding that the rapture does occur before the tribulation period. 

Questions #2—What are the benefits that a pretribulational rapture provides? 

Question #3—The last verse states that we are to be steadfast, immovable, 

always abounding in the work of the Lord.  As a group share how you are 

actively pursuing these commands: 

 Stand Firm in Right Doctrine - “Be Steadfast” 

 Be unmoved by false teachers - “immovable” 

 Labor Faithfully – ―always abounding in the work of the Lord” 

  

Rapture 

7 years 



Key Passages on Rapture: 

1)  Deliverance from wrath: 

a. 1 Thessalonians 1:10, “…even Jesus who delivers us from 

the wrath to come” 

b. 1 Thessalonians 5:9, “For God did not appoint us to wrath, 

but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

c. Revelation 6:17, “For the great day of His wrath has 

come…‖—Tribulation=day of God’s wrath 

d. John 17:15, ―I do not pray that you should take them out of 

the world, but that you should keep them from the evil one.” 

e. Revelation 3:10, “because you have kept My command to 

persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial  which 

shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on 

the earth.” 

f. Colossians 1:13, ―He has delivered us from the power of 

darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His 

love,” 

g. The rapture of the church occurs before the day of wrath 

which is the tribulation period spoken of in the book of 

Revelation.  After chapter 3 of Revelation the church is no 

longer present.    

2) 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 – The Rapture of the Church 

a. 13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 

those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who 

have no hope. 

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 

God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 

who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by 

no means precede those who are asleep. 

16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of 

God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

3) 1 Corinthians 15:50-58—Rapture of the Church  
a. 50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit 

the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 

51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we 

shall all be changed— 

52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 



For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 

mortal must put on immortality. 

54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this 

mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass 

the saying that is written: ―Death is swallowed up in victory.‖ 

55 ―O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your 

victory?‖ 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 

57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, 

always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your 

labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

4) Daniel 9:24-27—Daniel’s 70
th

 week-Tribulation Period 

a. 24 ―Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for 

your holy city, To finish the transgression, To make an end of 

sins, To make reconciliation for iniquity, To bring in 

everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, 

And to anoint the Most Holy. 

25 ―Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth 

of the command To restore and build Jerusalem Until Messiah 

the Prince, There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; 

The street shall be built again, and the wall, Even in 

troublesome times. 

26 ―And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, 

but not for Himself; And the people of the prince who is to 

come Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it 

shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations 

are determined. 

27 Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; 

But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to 

sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall 

be one who makes desolate, Even until the consummation, 

which is determined, Is poured out on the desolate.‖ 

 

  



 

CHAPTER 11 

ESCHATOLOGY 

By:  David King 

For:  Dr. Mike Stallard 

Dispensational Premillennialism: Spring 2010 

 

I.  The Millennial Views 

Premillennialism 

 Premillennialists believe that Jesus Christ is coming back to earth to set-

up his literal earthly kingdom for a 1,000 year rule.  Under the umbrella of 

Premillennialism are Historical Premillennialism and Dispensational 

Premillennialism. 

 Dispensational Premillennialism (to which I hold) begins with a literal, 

grammatical, historical method of interpretation of the Bible including prophesy.  

As such, DP maintains a distinction between Israel and the church and view the 

Kingdom as a fulfillment of many Old Testament Promises given 

unconditionally to the nation of Israel (Abrahamic and Davidic Covenant in 

particular) and as such the Kingdom has a distinctly Jewish flavor.  The church 

is not a continuation or replacement of Israel, but rather is a mystery not 

previously revealed (Ephesians 3).  During the Kingdom (and into eternity 

Israel) and the church will remain distinct peoples of God with some distinct 

promises and fulfillments from one another.  The millennium will be ushered in 

after the Tribulation period when Jesus returns bodily to the earth to wipe out 

the rebellious and wicked at the battle of Armageddon (Revelation 19).   

Historical Premillennialism (classical premillennialism, covenant 

premillennialism)  is typically Covenant Theology (CT) and not Dispensational 

Theology (DT) and has taken the name historical because of its presumption that 

this was the view of the early church.  The distinct points of HP are a typical 

post-tribulational view of the rapture of the church and less distinction between 

the church and Israel. 

 Amillennialism 

 Amillenialism is the view that God’s Kingdom is not a physical, 

millennial earthly reign of Jesus Christ, but rather the church is the kingdom 

and Jesus’ reign is in heaven right now.  When Jesus Christ returns the eternal 

state will immediately ensue.  An amillennial view does not recognize separate 

resurrections (believers, unbelievers, OT saints, tribulation saints) but believes 



there is one general resurrection of all of mankind.  Most believe the promises of 

the Kingdom given to Israel is said to have been transferred or replaced to/by the 

church (replacement theology).  Amillenialism will also interpret the promises 

of a future kingdom in the Old Testament, the writings of Revelation and other 

unfulfilled prophesy to be fulfilled in the church allegorically and spiritually.    

 The Kingdom spoken of in the Bible covers the time period from the first 

advent to the second advent and the participants in this kingdom include the 

church on earth and the saints in heaven.  Right now Jesus is reigning on the 

Davidic throne and Satan is bound.  When one reads the book of Revelation it 

should be understood that these are descriptions of what is taking place during 

the church age symbolically or spiritually. 

 Postmillennialism 

 Postmillennialism, unlike amillenialism, does believe there will be a 

millennial kingdom (although not necessarily a literally 1,000 years) that is 

brought about through the activities and progress of the church.  After the 

millennial kingdom Jesus will return and the eternal state will begin.  Like 

amillenialism, most postmillennialists do believe in replacement theology and 

the church is a continuation of God’s program begun with Israel.  As such, Old 

Testament promises to Israel should now be applied to the church figuratively or 

spiritually (this includes the promises of land, seed and a throne).   Israel’s 

disobedience forfeited their claims to these conditional promises that are now 

applied to the church. 

 A postmillennialist believes that Christ’s rule is upon the throne of a 

believer’s heart and not upon a physical throne in heaven or on earth.  As the 

church accomplishes its great commission mandate the world will get better and 

better and the Kingdom of God will be with us.  When we have hit the climax of 

this utopian society Jesus Christ will return and usher in the eternal state. 

 A recent brand of postmillennialism known as Dominion Theology came 

on the scene in the last 25 years.  The prominent tenants of this theology are a 

reconstruction of society under distinctly Christian doctrine (Christian 

Reconstruction).  This calls for a ―take-over’ of society for the greater goal of 

ushering in the kingdom.  The other tenant is Theonomy where Old Testament 

Law should be instituted in our society. 

V.  The Rapture of the Church 

 Various views 

  Pretribulational rapture-This view holds to a rapture of the church 

prior to the 7 year tribulation upon the earth.  Some proponents of this view do 



not see a gap between the rapture and the commencement of the tribulation.  

Others see a possible gap between the rapture and the start of the tribulation.  

The tribulation begins in this view with the signing of the peace treaty with 

Israel. 

  Mid-tribulational rapture-The rapture of the church takes place at the 

half-way point of the tribulation at the abomination of desolation (Matthew 24).  

The first half of the tribulation is a time of man’s wrath and the church 

experiences this tribulation as part of the common condition of the church age 

persecution.  The last half of the tribulation is marked by the wrath of God 

poured out.  The mid-trib position equates the abomination of desolation with 

the man of sin of 2 Thess. 2:9, with the rise of the little horn (Dan. 7:24-25) and 

with the rise of the beast (Rev. 13).  At this mid-trib position the two witnesses 

are resurrected and this is representative of the church being delivered from the 

day of wrath (Rev. 11; Rom. 5:9, 1 Thess. 1:10, Mt. 3:8; Luke 3:8; 1 Thess. 5:9).  

The church is raptured in Revelation 11 and thus experiences the seal and 

trumpet judgments. 

  Pre-wrath rapture-The rapture of the church takes place before the 

Day of the Lord which is equated with the trumpet judgments and the wrath of 

God.  This event is half-way through the last half of Daniel’s 70
th

 week. 

  Post-tribulational rapture-There is no two-phase return of Christ in 

this view and the church is protected through the tribulational period and is 

raptured at the end of the tribulation to join Jesus in His 2
nd

 advent.  This was 

referred to as the ―bouncing ball theory‖ by Dr. Manfred Kober because of the 

church ascending to the heavens to immediately return to earth with King Jesus.  

Another key problem with this view is the question of who will populate the 

kingdom?  If all believers are raptured to then immediately return to earth there 

is no one left to population the millennial kingdom. 

  Partial rapture-This view promotes multiple raptures of believers 

based on their ―watching‖ for the return of Christ.  These raptures take place 

throughout the tribulational period.  The Scriptures used to support this view 

include Mt. 24:41-42, Luke 21:36, 1 Cor. 9:27, 15:23, Phil. 3:11, 1 Thess. 1:10, 

2 Tim. 4:8, Heb. 9:28 and 1 John 1:28.  These passages call a believer to 

watchfulness and holiness in preparation for Christ’s return. 

 The Biblical Position- 

 A pre-tribulational rapture of the church is the most logical and biblical 

position.  Let me lay forth some observations that support this position. 



(1) The church is not mentioned after Revelations 3 and there is a 

transition between chapters 3 and 4.  I believe this transition is caused 

by the rapture of the church and the start of Daniel’s 70
th

 week. 

(2) The seal and trumpet judgments take place prior to the half-way point 

of the tribulation, thus all other rapture views have the church enduring 

these divine judgments.  These are indeed divine judgments as the seals 

are broken by the Lamb (Rev. 4-5) and the first four plagues are images 

from Ezekiel 14:21 which speak of the wrath of God.  Although the 

tribulation period does seem to get progressively more wrathful, it is 

indeed God’s wrath upon sinful man from beginning to end.  The 

entirety of the tribulation period should be considered the day of wrath. 

(3) As believers we are delivered from wrath.  The context of 1 Thess. 

4:13-5:11 says that we are not appointed for wrath and we are to 

comfort one another with the words of the rapture.  Experiencing any 

part of the tribulation period does not fit this teaching.
1
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 Notes from David King’s Doctrinal Paper on Eschatology. 



Basic Outline of the Case for a Pre-Trib Rapture 

  

       In my opinion, the doctrine of the premillennial coming of Christ can be 

gleaned by a casual reading of the Scriptures.  One must do hermeneutical 

adjustments away from literal understanding or perform highly selective 

reading to miss the import of premillennial teaching.  However, this is not 

true for the pre-trib rapture teaching.  It is a more complicated 

doctrine.  Honest people trying to follow literal interpretation have come to 

different conclusions.   

  

       There have been several arguments for a pre-trib rapture that have been 

advanced, many of them grounded in the text of Scripture, but others come 

across more as a logical correlation in light of other prior theological 

concepts.  I have tried to boil it down to the simplest possible approach as a 

starting point in order to ground the position clearly in the text of the 

Bible.  It is impossible to say that the doctrine is exegetical following 

biblical theology (that is, it simply comes from a straightforward reading of 

a text in a single author).  It involves a theological argument (integrating 

across authors and history in the Bible) although such integration is built 

upon solid exegesis.  In my opinion, the pre-trib position is much stronger 

than any other view. 

  

       It is also important to note that many arguments assume that the only two 

options are pre-trib and post-trib, since these are far and away the most 

prominent positions.  Therefore, many of the pre-trib arguments simply 

assume a proving of a two-phase Second Coming does the trick.  However, 

we must do more than that to eliminate other views such as mid-trib, 

prewrath, and partial rapture.  So I have tried to do that with these 

arguments.  The partial rapture probably stands alone as entirely 

indefensible on its own terms. 

  

Here is my proposal to prove a pre-trib rapture of the Church: 

  

1.      The seals in the book of Revelation begin in the first half of the tribulation. 

  

Proof:  (a) the correlation of the Olivet Discourse, especially Matthew 24:4-14 

(v. 15 is the abomination of desolation which is half-way through according to 

Daniel 9:27), with the seals in Revelation chapter six; (b) the literary structure of 

Revelation which divides the seals from the trumpet judgments (see Rev. 11, 12, 

13) and describes 3 ½ years for the period of the ministry of the two witnesses in 

the first half of the seven years, which correlates with the time of the seals. 

  

Purpose:  This argument actually helps to show that the entire sequence of seals, 

trumpets, and bowls cannot be confined to the last half of the seven years.  Thus, 

no mid-trib position can try to relegate the tribulation period to just 3 ½ years. 

  



2.      The seals in the book of Revelation are the day of the Lord wrath of God. 

  

Proof:  The argument that the seals are the wrath of God will be given when we 

review the prewrath argument. 

  

Purpose:  This argument refutes both mid-trib and prewrath positions. 

  

3.      The church is exempt from the day of the Lord wrath of God. 

  

Proof:  (a) the argument of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11 within the chronological 

structure of the book and notice of the time immediately preceding the 

deliverance as a time of peace and safety – something that can only be true for a 

pre-trib rapture position; (b) the argument of Revelation 3:10 within the book of 

Revelation. 

  

Purpose:  This argument shows that God’s plan for the church does not involve 

the tribulation period. 

  

4.  Therefore, the church is exempt from all seven years of the tribulation day of 

the Lord wrath.  Thus, we must conclude that the pre-trib rapture is true.  This 

is a logical conclusion based on the preceding steps.  There is only one major 

assumption that is made in the use of language:  the day of the Lord wrath and 

the seven-year tribulation are one and the same thing in key rapture 

passages.  This can be established by noting the cry of safety (5:3) in association 

with the start of the day of the Lord.  This fits the signing of the treaty at the 

beginning of the 70
th

 week of Daniel.  Thus, in that key text (and also in 2 

Thess.) the full seven years of the trib is in view for the day of the Lord.
2
 

  

 

  

                                                           
2
 Dr. Mike Stallard’s Note from class Dispensational Premillenialsim.  Dr. Stallard is a 

professor at Baptist Bible Seminary in Clarks Summit, PA. 



What Does the Future Hold? 

MAN’S INTEREST in the future is legendary, and many prophets—true and 

false—have tried to satisfy that interest. Prophesying is a risky business, simply 

because you can’t stay in business if you have too many failures. The Old 

Testament commanded that a prophet who failed to speak in the name of the 

Lord or whose prophecy failed to come to pass should be stoned without mercy 

(Deu 13:1–11; 18:20–22). In the case of false prophets who might sometimes 

make accurate predictions (which occasionally happens even today), their 

message was to be measured against the true commands of the Lord previously 

given to His people. If they did not measure up, then those prophets were to be 

stoned also. The Bible, of course, not only contains many prophecies, but 

through its own prophecies gives assurance of their accuracy. Enough time has 

elapsed so that many of its predictions can be observed to have been fulfilled 

accurately; thereby giving assurance that those yet unfulfilled will come to pass 

exactly as recorded. 

BASIC VIEWPOINTS CONCERNING THE FUTURE 

It goes without saying that all are not agreed on the outline of the future. 

As a result there have developed in the Christian church three basic viewpoints 

concerning the interpretation of prophecy. They are all related to God’s 

covenants with the Jewish people and especially to the covenant made with 

Abraham. 

God’s covenant with Abraham (Gen 12:1–3) was later confirmed and 

amplified (Gen 13:14–17; 15:1–7; 17:1–18). In it were personal promises to 

Abraham himself that he would be specially blessed in temporal and spiritual 

things. These, of course, were fulfilled, for he acquired land, servants, cattle, 

silver, and gold (Gen 13:14–15, 17; 15:7; 24:34–35); and he enjoyed 

communion with God and was called the friend of God (Gen 18:17; Ja 2:23). 

These predictions came true exactly as promised. 

Promises were also made in that covenant to Abraham’s descendants, the 

nation of Israel. For one thing, God promised to continue the covenant with 

Abraham’s children (Gen 17:7), making them a great and innumerable nation 

(Gen 12:2; 13:16; 15:5). But most interesting in the light of current events was 

the promise to give Abraham’s descendants, the Jewish people, a particular 

piece of land whose boundaries were clearly specified for an everlasting 

possession (Gen 15:18; 17:8). 

In the covenant, too, was a promise that concerned all people; namely, 

that those who blessed Abraham and his descendants would be blessed, and 



those who cursed them would be cursed. This principle operated during 

Abraham’s lifetime (Gen 14:12–20; 20:2–18), during the experiences of the 

children of Israel (Deu 30:7; Is 14:1–2) and will operate during the tribulation 

period (Mt 25:40). There was also a promise that in Abraham all the families of 

the earth would be blessed. This has been fulfilled in God’s using Israel as the 

channel for giving us the Bible and in sending Christ as the Seed of Abraham 

(Gal 3:16). 

All agree that many of these promises made to Abraham in the covenant 

have been literally fulfilled. But the promise concerning the occupancy of the 

land has not been fulfilled, at least not literally. The boundaries were stated as 

being ―from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates‖ (Gen 

15:18). All agree that the eastern boundary is the river Euphrates. Not all agree 

what is meant by the river of Egypt. Some think it is a reference to the Nile and 

others relate it to the Wady-el-Arish, not far from Gaza. In either case Israel has 

not in all her history, nor yet today, occupied the land according to these 

boundaries. 

One of the major questions concerning the Abrahamic covenant is 

whether its promises are conditioned on obedience or whether they are 

unconditional. If they were conditioned on the Jews’ faithfulness or goodness, 

then we may safely assume that all claims to Palestine and other blessings 

included in the covenant have been forfeited, for certainly the Jewish people 

have sinned repeatedly. If, on the other hand, the promises were conditioned 

only on God’s faithfulness, they must be fulfilled in spite of man’s 

unfaithfulness. 

The answer to this question of conditionality or unconditionality is found 

in an action God took to confirm the covenant that is recorded in Genesis 15:9–

17. The Lord solemnized the covenant in the recognized way by sacrificing 

animals and laying the severed parts on the ground. Ordinarily the two parties to 

the agreement would walk together between the parts of the sacrifice, but on this 

occasion there was a striking exception. Instead of both God and Abraham 

walking between the pieces of the sacrifice, God put Abraham to sleep and 

passed alone between the parts of the animals. God could hardly have 

demonstrated more clearly that the keeping of this covenant depended on Him 

alone. 

Furthermore, the covenant was reaffirmed to Abraham’s son, Isaac, and 

to Isaac’s son Jacob (Gen 26:2–4; 28:13–15). No conditions were attached in 

either instance, and the reaffirmation was made on the basis of the oath with 

which God made the covenant with Abraham originally. In addition, it is 

apparent that Abraham sinned during the years between the making of the 



covenant and its confirmation to Isaac; so if God had viewed the covenant as 

conditioned on obedience, He would have had to nullify it because Abraham had 

been disobedient (Gen 12:10–20). To be sure, some contingencies are involved 

in the intermediate fulfillments of aspects of the covenant, but the ultimate 

fulfillment is unconditioned. Throughout Israel’s history, obedience was God’s 

condition for possessing the land even temporarily and partially, and dispersion 

was the judgment for disobedience (Deu 28:25; Jer 25:11). However, the 

ultimate and full fulfillment will be brought about by God, and Israel will then 

be converted and obedient under the reign of Messiah. 

To David and his descendants God also made some important promises in 

the Davidic Covenant (2 Sa 7:12–16). He promised that Solomon, not David, 

would build the temple, and that David’s lineage, throne, and kingdom would be 

established forever. All agree that Christ is the Seed of David who is the 

ultimate Fulfiller of the promise, for Luke 1:32–33 designates Him as such. 

These promises concerning the King and the kingdom were often repeated in the 

Old Testament, the most forceful statement being in Psalm 89 where the Lord 

warned of chastisement for disobedience but said that the covenant would not be 

broken or altered in any way (vv. 30–37). Other relevant passages are Isaiah 

9:6–7, Jeremiah 23:5–6, Ezekiel 37:24–25, Hosea 3:4–5, Amos 9:11 and 

Zechariah 14:4–9. Though all agree that Christ is the one who fulfills this 

covenant—not all agree on when He does. Is He now sitting on the throne of 

David in heaven? Is the kingdom the church? Or is all of this yet future when 

Christ will rule over a kingdom on earth? The answers to these questions are the 

bases for the different viewpoints concerning the picture of the future. The three 

basically different millennial viewpoints are based on the questions of the 

unconditional or conditional nature of the Abrahamic covenant and the 

fulfillment of the kingdom promises of the Davidic Covenant. 

POSTMILLENNIALISM 

This viewpoint teaches that the second coming of Christ will occur after 

(post) the millennium. Postmillennialists look for a utopian state on earth to be 

brought about through the efforts of the church, and during this golden age the 

church, not Israel, will experience the fulfillment of the promises to Abraham 

and David. The kingdom will be on earth, but it will be a ―church kingdom‖ not 

a Jewish kingdom, and the King, Christ, will be absent from the earth, not 

present on it . He will rule in the hearts of the people and return to the earth only 

after the millennium is complete. Then will follow a general resurrection of all 

the dead, a general judgment of all people, and eternity will begin. 

Postmillennialism conceives of the unfulfilled Abrahamic promises as 

being fulfilled by the church and, of course, not in any literal sense. Its method 



of interpretation is generally to spiritualize prophecy. The postmillennial scheme 

looks like this: 

 

AMILLENNIALISM 

This viewpoint teaches that there will be no millennium at all in the 

future. Whatever kingdom there is, is now—it is heaven’s rule over the church. 

Conditions in this present age will become increasingly worse until the second 

coming of Christ at the end of this church age, and the return of the Lord will be 

immediately followed by a general resurrection and judgment and the 

commencement of the eternal state. 

Amillennialists have three different ways of explaining the fulfillment of 

the Abrahamic covenant. Some say that the land promises were fulfilled 

completely during the reign of Solomon who did have much of the promised 

territory under tribute (1 Ki 4:21). However, he did not possess the total extent 

of the land, and certainly it was not possessed forever as the covenant promised. 

Others insist that the covenant was conditional and therefore the unfulfilled 

promises of the covenant do not have to be fulfilled since Israel was disobedient 

and thus sinned away her right to the promises. Still others (probably the 

majority) feel that the church fulfills the promises in a nonliteral way. Christ is 

now seated on the throne of David in heaven and is fulfilling to the church the 

necessary essence of the Old Testament promises. Amillennialists seem to feel 

the force of the importance of doing something with the covenant promises. 

Amillennial interpretation spiritualizes the promises made to Israel as a 

nation when they say that they are fulfilled by the church. According to this 

view, Revelation 20 describes the scene of souls in heaven during the time 

between the first and second comings of Christ. The amillennial scheme looks 

like this: 



 

PREMILLENNIALISM 

Premillennialists hold that the second coming of Christ will occur before 

(pre) the millennium and that Christ, not the church (as in postmillennialism) 

will be the one to establish the kingdom. Christ will actually reign over the earth 

as King, and during the millennium the Jewish people will experience the 

fulfillment of the promises made to Abraham and David. According to 

premillennialism, the present church age will see increasing apostasy which will 

climax in the time of tribulation before the second coming of Christ. When He 

returns He will set up His kingdom for 1,000 years after which will occur the 

resurrection and judgment of the unsaved and the ushering in of eternity. 

The premillennial scheme is a result of interpreting the promises and 

prophecies of Scripture in a plain, normal, or literal way. This is the strength of 

premillennialism—its method of interpretation is consistently the same whether 

applied to history, doctrine, or prophecy. It is unwise to take the words of the 

Bible in a nonliteral sense, particularly when the literal meaning is plain. Those 

promises to Abraham and David concerned the physical descendants of 

Abraham. Why, then, expect them to be fulfilled by the church unless Israel no 

longer means Israel but by some sleight of hand means the church? Since the 

New Testament continues to distinguish the Jews from the church, it appears 

that we can expect these promises to be fulfilled through the Jews rather than the 

church (1 Co 10:32; Ro 11:26). The premillennial scheme looks like this: 



 

THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH 

THE DESCRIPTION OF THE RAPTURE (JN 14:1–3; 1 CO 15:51–

57; 1 TH 4:13–18) 

The title ―rapture‖ comes from the Latin word used in 1 Thessalonians 

4:17 which is translated in English ―caught up.‖ The rapture of the church is the 

catching up or translation of the church. It is the catching up to the dwelling 

place promised in John 14:1–3. In the Corinthians passage Paul says this is a 

mystery. That word ―mystery‖ ought to be like a red flag reminding us that this 

is something not known before but now revealed. Resurrection was no mystery, 

for the Old Testament taught clearly that men would be raised from the dead 

(Job 19:25; Is 26:19; Dan 12:2), but it did not reveal that a number of people 

would go into God’s presence without experiencing death. That is why ―we shall 

not all sleep‖ is a mystery (1 Co 15:51). At the rapture some mortals (living) 

will only need to put on immortality, while those whose bodies have seen 

corruption (dead) will need to put on incorruption through resurrection. Both 

routes to heaven involve change—the living need to be translated and the dead 

raised. The last generation of Christians will not experience death. 

These changes will occur ―in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.‖ The 

rapture will be instantaneous, not gradual, for the Greek word translated 

―moment‖ is the term from which our word ―atom‖ comes. Because when the 

atom was discovered it was thought to be indivisible, it was named ―atom.‖ 

Even though the atom has been split, the word still means ―indivisible,‖ and 

indicates that the rapture will occur in an indivisible instant of time. 

Furthermore, Paul says that we shall all be changed, not part of the company of 

believers. Thus 1 Corinthians 15:51–58 teaches three things: (1) The rapture will 

include not only the bodily resurrection of those believers who have died, but 

also the changing of the bodies of those who are alive at the time it happens. (2) 



It will be instantaneous. (3) It will include all believers, not simply some of 

them. 

But it is 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 that gives the most detail about what 

will happen when the Lord returns. Four things are featured in this passage: 

1. Christ Himself will return (v. 16), and the attendant circumstances will 

include all the grandeur His personal presence deserves. There will be a shout of 

command, the voice of an (not the) archangel, and the trumpet of God. 

2. There will be a resurrection (v. 16). The dead will be raised and the 

living changed, all in the twinkling of an eye. However, only the dead in Christ 

and living Christians will experience the rapture, not all people. There is not one 

general resurrection, but several, this one involving only believers. 

3. There will be a rapture (v. 17). The word means the act of conveying a 

person from one place to another, and is therefore quite properly used in this 

passage of conveying living persons to heaven (see 2 Co 12:4). 

4. There will be reunions (v. 17) both with loved ones who have 

previously died in the Lord and with the Lord Himself. And all these reunions 

will be forever. 

THE TIME OF THE RAPTURE 

Almost all agree that the rapture is to be distinguished from the second 

coming in the sense that the former is when Christ comes for His own people 

and the latter is His coming with them in triumph and glory. But how far apart 

these two events are in time is the disputed question. Amillennialists believe that 

they both occur at the close of the tribulation days but that the rapture is 

immediately followed by the second coming (which is immediately followed by 

eternity without any millennium). Among premillennialists there are four views 

of the time of the rapture. 

Posttribulation view. The posttribulationalists teach the same thing as 

amillennialists concerning the chronological relation of the rapture and the 

second coming (except that in posttribulationalism the second coming is 

followed by the millennium). According to this viewpoint the church will be 

present on earth during the tribulation period, and the comings for and with His 

saints occur in quick succession at the close of that period. Their principal 

arguments for this are: 

1. The rapture and the second coming are described in the Scriptures by 

the same words, which indicates that they occur at the same time (1 Th 4:15 and 

Mt 24:27). 



2. Since saints are mentioned as present during the tribulation days, the 

church is present on earth during that time (Mt 24:22). 

3. It is predicted that a resurrection will occur at the beginning of the 

millennium, and since it is assumed that this is the same resurrection as that 

which occurs at the rapture, the rapture will take place just before the 

millennium (Rev 20:4). 

4. The church can and will be preserved from the wrath of the tribulation 

period by supernatural protection while living through that time and not by 

deliverance from the period (as Israel was protected from the plagues while 

living in Egypt). 

5. The Scriptures do not teach imminency; therefore, the rapture can be 

after the known events of the tribulation. 

6. Posttribulationalism was the position of the early church. 

Midtribulation. The midtribulationalists believe that Christ’s coming for 

His people will occur at the middle point of the tribulation period—that is 3 1/2 

years after it begins and 3 1/2 years before the end at which time the Lord will 

return with His saints to set up His millennial kingdom. The arguments for this 

concept are: 

1. The last trumpet of 1 Corinthians 15:52 is the same as the seventh 

trumpet of Revelation 11:15, and it is sounded at the middle of the tribulation. 

2. Actually, the great tribulation is only the last half of Daniel’s 

seventieth week, and the church is promised deliverance only from that (Rev 

11:2; 12:6). 

3. The resurrection of the two witnesses pictures the rapture of the 

church, and their resurrection occurs at the middle of the tribulation (Rev 11:11). 

Partial rapture. The partial rapturists teach that only those believers who 

are worthy will be taken out of the world before the tribulation begins, while 

others will be left to endure its wrath. For those left on earth, that time will serve 

as a time of purging. The idea is taken from verses like Hebrews 9:28 which 

seem to require preparedness as a prerequisite for meeting the Lord. The 

viewpoint is based on the idea that good works are necessary in order to qualify 

to be raptured, but the question is not answered, how many good works? Also, it 

seems to ignore the fact that 1 Corinthians 15:51 (ASV) says plainly that ―we 

shall all be changed‖ in the rapture. 

Pretribulation. The pretribulationalists hold that the rapture of the church 

will take place before the entire seven-year tribulation period begins. Then, 



seven years later, after the conclusion of the tribulation, the Lord will return to 

earth with His people to set up His millennial kingdom. Pretribulationalists base 

their conclusions on these arguments: 

1. The tribulation is called ―the great day of his wrath‖ (Rev 6:17). 

Believers, who know the Deliverer from the wrath to come (1 Th 1:10), are 

assured that God has not appointed them to wrath (1 Th 5:9). Since in the 

context of this latter verse Paul was speaking about the beginning of the day of 

the Lord or of the tribulation period (1 Th 5:2), it seems clear that he is saying 

that Christians will not be present during any part of that time of wrath but will 

be removed before any of it begins. That could only be true if the rapture is 

before the tribulation. 

2. The risen Lord promised the church at Philadelphia to ―keep thee from 

the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that 

dwell upon the earth‖ (Rev 3:10). Pretribulationalists relate this promise, like 

promises made in other letters to local churches, to the whole church (though 

obviously it will be experienced only by believers living when Christ comes), 

and they understand that the ―hour of temptation‖ refers to the tribulation since 

it is said in the verse to be worldwide. Posttribulationalists claim that this 

promise (which they also relate to the tribulation) means only that Christians 

will be protected from the judgments of the tribulation, even though they will 

have to live through the time. However, it is important to notice that the promise 

is not only to keep from (and the preposition does mean from, not in) the trouble, 

but to keep from the hour (or time) of trouble. That seems to say complete 

exemption from being anywhere around during the time. It is well known that 

the phrase ―keep from‖ is used only twice in the New Testament—here and in 

John 17:15. In the latter reference the Lord prayed that believers would be kept 

from the evil one, which prayer is answered by delivering us from the power of 

darkness and transferring us into the kingdom of His dear Son (Col 1:13). It is 

impossible to conceive of being in the location where something is happening 

and being exempt from the time of the happening. Furthermore, since the 

tribulation will be worldwide, exemption would necessitate removal from the 

earth before it begins. 

Now, if the Posttribulationalists be correct, then this promise will have to 

be reinterpreted in some other way by them, for many saints in the tribulation 

days will not be protected from the persecutions while living through the period, 

for we know that many will die for their faith (Rev 6:9–11; 7:9–14; 14:1–3; 

15:1–3). 

3. Second Thessalonians 2:1–12 sets up an important chronological 

sequence. Paul says that the day of the Lord cannot come (i.e., the tribulation 



cannot begin) until certain things happen (v. 3). One is that the man of sin must 

be revealed first (v. 3). But the man of sin cannot be revealed until something (v. 

6, where the neuter is used) and someone (v. 7, where the masculine is used) are 

taken out of the way. Then and only then can the man of sin appear to do his evil 

work. Whatever or whoever the restrainer is, he is holding back the full 

manifestation of the man of sin. The Thessalonians knew what or who the 

restrainer is. In addition, it appears that he must be stronger than Satan since the 

man of sin is empowered by Satan. Most commentators identify the restrainer 

with the Roman Empire of Paul’s day with its advanced legal system. But was it 

or is any government more powerful than Satan? Only God is that, so behind 

whatever things that restrain must be the all-powerful person of God who 

Himself restrains. Undoubtedly God uses good government, elect angels, the 

influence of the Bible, and other means to restrain evil, but the ultimate power 

behind anything that restrains must be the power and person of God. Many 

pretribulationalists identify the Holy Spirit as the particular Person of the 

Godhead whose work it is to restrain (see Gen 6:3). Whether Paul is specifically 

referring to the Holy Spirit in this passage may be uncertain. However, whether 

we can make that specific identification or not does not affect the pretribulation 

argument from this passage. It goes like this: 

The Restrainer is God, and the principal instrument of restraint is the 

God-indwelt church (see Eph 4:6; Gal 2:20; 1 Co 6:19). Our Lord declared of 

the divinely indwelt and empowered church that ―the gates of hell shall not 

prevail against it‖ (Mt 16:18). The restrainer must be removed before the man of 

sin can be revealed and before the day of the Lord can begin. Since the 

Restrainer is ultimately God, and since God indwells all believers, either He 

must be withdrawn from the hearts of His people while they are left on earth to 

go through the tribulation, or else when He is withdrawn, all believers must be 

taken with Him in the rapture. The Bible nowhere even hints that Christians can 

be disindwelt, so the only alternative is that they will be taken out of the world 

before the tribulation begins. This does not mean that the Holy Spirit will not be 

working during that time. His presence will be here, but His residence will be 

removed when the church is taken. To say that the Restrainer is removed is not 

to say that the presence or activity of God is taken away from the earth. Many 

will be redeemed during the tribulation and this will be the work of God (Rev 

7:14). Thus a proper interpretation of this passage involves a pretribulation 

rapture of the church.
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