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Part 33 | Set Aside a Sum of Money 
1 Corinthians 16:1-4 

First Corinthians…Sinners Yet Saints 
 

Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of 

Galatia, so you must do also:  On the first day of the week let each one of you lay 

something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.  

And when I come, whomever you approve by your letters I will send to bear your gift to 

Jerusalem.  But if it is fitting that I go also, they will go with me.   

1 Corinthians 16:1-4 
 

BIBLICAL GUIDELINES REGARDING GIVING 
 
PURPOSE--Giving is outwardly focused for great commission work 

”Concerning the collection for the saints…” 
 

16:1. At this appropriate juncture, Paul took up the Corinthian inquiry (cf. 

7:1) concerning a proposed collection for God’s people (cf. 1:2) in Jerusalem 

(15:3). The Corinthians had apparently heard about the collection through 

members of the Galatian churches, the oldest of all the Pauline-planted 

churches (Acts 13:14-14:23) in Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch. 

Paul‘s instruction to them was repeated to the Corinthians. 

 
Why would Paul see it necessary to collect money for Jerusalem church?  1)  
they had a financially need connected with their new commitment to Christ 
and their subsequent lack of employment because of their decision.  2)  
Jerusalem was at ground zero of Christianity and Judaism.  It was a key place of 
evangelism.  3)  The great commission calls us to make disciples of all the world 
and thus meeting the needs of believers in other parts of the world is a biblical 
mandate in giving. 
 
 

INTENTIONAL--Giving is a regular, deliberate act of stewardship 
“On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something 
aside…that there be no collections when I come.” 

 
It was regular—weekly on Sunday 

Giving should be systematic. Some students have suggested that many people were paid 

on the first day of the week during that time in history. But even if they were not, each 

believer was to set aside his offering at home and then bring it to the assembly on the first 

day. Paul did not want to have to take up a number of collections when he arrived in 

Corinth. He wanted the whole contribution to be ready. If today‘s church members were 

as systematic in their giving as they are in handling their other financial matters, the work 

of the Lord would not suffer as it sometimes does.  



 
 
It was personal—each person was encouraged to give 
It was cumulative-the money was stored up for specific purposes. 
 

 
 

PROPORTIONAL--Giving is in proportion to one’s income 
“…storing up as he may prosper…” 

 
16:2. Paul never used the word ―tithe‖ when he discussed giving, even 

though he gave more attention to giving than any other New Testament writer. 

Giving should be a systematic, weekly practice on Sunday when the church 

meets together. Giving was also to be proportionate—in keeping with one‘s 

income (cf. Acts 11:29). The income of some would permit them to give a 

greater proportion, while others, due to their few resources and other constraints 

on them, would be limited to lesser contributions. What was important was that 

giving be a unified ministry with each one participating, regardless of his 

income. Then when it came time to deliver the contributions to the saints in 

Jerusalem, no last-minute collections would need to be made, and the gift could 

be sent off gladly, not grudgingly (2 Cor. 9:5)—as would be true if it were 

wrung out by emotional appeals or personal pressure. 

 

Principle on giving from Jesus…Mark 12:38-44; Luke 21:1-4—The custom was 

to give a silver coin, but only the very poor wood give a copper coin (equivalent 

of a mite), yet this woman‘s gift was said to be greater than those who gave 

significantly more monetarily.  The giving was proportional to her ability to 

give. 

 

ACCOUNTABILITY--Giving is best directed through a local church 
“on the first day of the week…whomever you approve by your letters I 
will send to bear your gift to Jerusalem.” 

 
16:3-4. Paul‘s practice in money matters was scrupulously aboveboard. 

Not only did he avoid solicitation for himself (cf. 9:12, 15), but also when he 

acted to meet the needs of others he avoided direct involvement in handling the 

gift. He preferred instead that individuals from the various contributing 

congregations elect representatives to bear their gift (cf. 2 Cor. 8:19-21) whom 

he might then accompany to the presentation. 

 
Money is to be handled honestly. The various churches involved in this special 

offering appointed delegates to help Paul manage it and take it safely to Jerusalem. (See 2 

Cor. 8:16–24 for more information on the ―finance committee‖ that assisted Paul.) It is 

unfortunate when Christian ministries lose their testimony because they mismanage funds 

entrusted to them. Every ministry ought to be businesslike in its financial affairs. Paul 



was very careful not to allow anything to happen that would give his enemies opportunity 

to accuse him of stealing funds (2 Cor. 8:20–21).  

This explains why Paul encouraged the churches to share in the offering and to 

select dependable representatives to help manage it. Paul was not against individuals 

giving personally; in this chapter, as well as in Romans 16, he named various individuals 

who assisted him personally. This no doubt included helping him with his financial 

needs. But generally speaking, Christian giving is church-centered. Many churches 

encourage their members to give designated gifts through the church budget.  

 
 

UTILITARIAN--Giving recognizes money is a tool, not a destination 
Matthew 6:19-21,  “do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth…but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven....” 
Luke 16:11, “Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, 

who will commit to your trust the true riches?” 

DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜǎΧLŦ ȅƻǳ 

will different size shovels.   

What kind of shovel did God give you? 

What are you doing with your shovel?  Are you playing in the sand with your Big 

.ŜǊǘƘŀ ǎƘƻǾŜƭΚ  !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀŘƳƛǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǾŜƭ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǘΚ  5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǘƘŜ 

shovel God has given you to lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven. 

Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren to go to you ahead of time, and 

prepare your generous gift beforehand, which you had previously promised, that it may 

be ready as a matter of generosity and not as grudging obligation.  But this I say:  He 

who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully.  So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of 

necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.  

2 Corinthians 9:5-7 

  



Teaching on Giving | 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 

Excerpt from Exposition Commentary by Warren Wiersbe 
One of the most important ministries Paul had during his third journey was the 

gathering of a special ―relief offering‖ for the poor believers in Jerusalem. He wanted to 

achieve several purposes in this offering. For one thing, the Gentiles owed material help 

to the Jews in return for the spiritual blessings the Jews had given them (Rom. 15:25–27). 

At the Jerusalem Conference years before, Paul had agreed to ―remember the poor,‖ so he 

was keeping his pledge (Gal. 2:10). Even though this was a special missionary offering, 

from Paul‘s instructions we may learn some basic principles that relate to Christian 

stewardship.  

Giving is an act of worship. Each member was to come to the Lord‘s Day gathering 

prepared to give his share for that week. The early church met on the first day of the 

week in commemoration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. (The Holy Spirit came on the 

church at Pentecost on the first day of the week.) It is tragic when church members give 

only as a duty and forget that our offerings are to be ―spiritual sacrifices‖ presented to the 

Lord (Phil. 4:18). Giving should be an act of worship to the resurrected and ascended 

Saviour.  

Giving should be systematic. Some students have suggested that many people were 

paid on the first day of the week during that time in history. But even if they were not, 

each believer was to set aside his offering at home and then bring it to the assembly on 

the first day. Paul did not want to have to take up a number of collections when he 

arrived in Corinth. He wanted the whole contribution to be ready. If today‘s church 

members were as systematic in their giving as they are in handling their other financial 

matters, the work of the Lord would not suffer as it sometimes does.  

Giving was personal and individual. Paul expected each member to share in the 

offering, the rich and poor alike. Anyone who had an income was privileged to share and 

to help those in need. He wanted all to share in the blessing.  

Giving is to be proportionate. ―As God hath prospered him‖ (1 Cor. 16:2) suggests 

that believers who have more should give more. The Jewish believers in the church 

would have been accustomed to the tithe, but Paul did not mention any special 

proportion. Certainly the tithe (10 percent of one‘s income) is a good place to begin our 

stewardship, but we must not remain at that level. As the Lord gives us more, we should 

plan to give more.  

The trouble is, too many saints, as they earn more, involve themselves in more and 

more financial obligations; and then they do not have more to give to the Lord. Instead of 

finding a suitable ―level‖ and remaining there, they keep trying to ―go higher,‖ and their 

income is spent rather than invested. As the old saying goes, ―When your outgo exceeds 

your income, then your upkeep is your downfall.”  
Money is to be handled honestly. The various churches involved in this special 

offering appointed delegates to help Paul manage it and take it safely to Jerusalem. (See 2 

Cor. 8:16–24 for more information on the ―finance committee‖ that assisted Paul.) It is 

unfortunate when Christian ministries lose their testimony because they mismanage funds 

entrusted to them. Every ministry ought to be businesslike in its financial affairs. Paul 

was very careful not to allow anything to happen that would give his enemies opportunity 

to accuse him of stealing funds (2 Cor. 8:20–21).  

This explains why Paul encouraged the churches to share in the offering and to 

select dependable representatives to help manage it. Paul was not against individuals 

giving personally; in this chapter, as well as in Romans 16, he named various individuals 

who assisted him personally. This no doubt included helping him with his financial 

needs. But generally speaking, Christian giving is church-centered. Many churches 

encourage their members to give designated gifts through the church budget.  



1 Corinthians 16:1-4 1 ͋͟ӯͪ ͞ ӫ ͭ ִͫ  ͙ͥͩ͛ͫ͟͝ ִͭͫ  ͟ұͫ  ͭͩӳͫ  ͙̓ͩͮͫ͝  Ӟͬ ûͪ͟ ͣ͗ͭ͛ͨ͛͞ 

ׂͭ͛ͫ  ҕͤ ͙ͤͥͬ͛ͣͫ͡ ִͭͫ  ͙̾͛ͥ͛ͭ͛ͫ) ͩӒͭ ͺͫ ͤ͛ӯ ӎͦ ׂͫ͟  ûͩͣͬ͛ͭ͘͟+ 

2 ͤ͛өͭ ͦ ͙͛ͧ ͖ͬ͛ͭͩͮ͜͜ Қͤ ͛ͬͭͩͫ ӎͦͧצ  û͛ͪʷ Җ͛ ͭ קͭͮ ͣ͗ͭ͢ͺ ͙ͬ͛ͮͪ͢͡͠ͺͧ ӆ ͭ ͣ ҕөͧ 

Ӎͩ͟ צͭ͞ ͛ͣ) Ҷͧ ͛ ͦӭ ӆͭ ͛ͧ ҙͥ ͢ͺ ͭͽͭ͟ ׂͥͩ͛͟͝ ͣ ͙ͧ͝ͺͧͭ͛ͣ+ 

3 ӆͭ ͛ͧ ͞ӫ û͛ͪ͛͗ͧ͝ͺͦ͛ͣ) ͩӐͫ  ҕөͧ ͖ͩͤͣͦͬͭ͟͞͡) ͣ͞ʷ ҕûͣͬͭͩͥͧצ  ͭͩ;ͭͩͮͫ û͗ͦ͵ͺ 

ûׂ̔ͧͤͧ͟͟͟͝  ӭͭͧ  ʹ͖ͪͣͧ ӎͦͧצ  ұͫ͟  ҹ͟ ͪͩͮͬ͛ͥͦ͘° 

4 ҕөͧ ӫ͞ ҉ͨ ͣͩͧ ԍ ͭ ͤ יͩ ҅ͦӫ ûͩͪ͟;ͬ͛ͣ͟͢) ͬӳͧ  ҕͦ ӯͩ ûͩͪ͟;ͬͩͧͭ͛ͣ+ 

 

1 Corinthians 16:1-4 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I 

directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. 

2 On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and 

store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. 

3 And when I arrive, I will send those whom you accredit by letter to carry your 

gift to Jerusalem. 

4 If it seems advisable that I should go also, they will accompany me.  

16:1. At this appropriate juncture, Paul took up the Corinthian inquiry (cf. 

7:1) concerning a proposed collection for God’s people (cf. 1:2) in Jerusalem 

(15:3). The Corinthians had apparently heard about the collection through 

members of the Galatian churches, the oldest of all the Pauline-planted 

churches (Acts 13:14-14:23) in Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch. 

Paul‘s instruction to them was repeated to the Corinthians. 

16:2. Paul never used the word ―tithe‖ when he discussed giving, even 
though he gave more attention to giving than any other New Testament writer. 

Giving should be a systematic, weekly practice on Sunday when the church 

meets together. Giving was also to be proportionate—in keeping with one‘s 

income (cf. Acts 11:29). The income of some would permit them to give a 

greater proportion, while others, due to their few resources and other constraints 

on them, would be limited to lesser contributions. What was important was that 

giving be a unified ministry with each one participating, regardless of his 

income. Then when it came time to deliver the contributions to the saints in 

Jerusalem, no last-minute collections would need to be made, and the gift could 

be sent off gladly, not grudgingly (2 Cor. 9:5)—as would be true if it were 

wrung out by emotional appeals or personal pressure. 

16:3-4. Paul‘s practice in money matters was scrupulously aboveboard. 
Not only did he avoid solicitation for himself (cf. 9:12, 15), but also when he 

acted to meet the needs of others he avoided direct involvement in handling the 

gift. He preferred instead that individuals from the various contributing 

congregations elect representatives to bear their gift (cf. 2 Cor. 8:19-21) whom 

he might then accompany to the presentation. 



1
  

Money (1 Cor. 16:1–4) 
One of the most important ministries Paul had during his third journey was the 

gathering of a special ―relief offering‖ for the poor believers in Jerusalem. He 

wanted to achieve several purposes in this offering. For one thing, the Gentiles 

owed material help to the Jews in return for the spiritual blessings the Jews had 

given them (Rom. 15:25–27). At the Jerusalem Conference years before, Paul 

had agreed to ―remember the poor,‖ so he was keeping his pledge (Gal. 2:10). 

Paul not only preached the Gospel, but he also tried to assist those who had 

physical and material needs.  

Why was there such a great need in the Jerusalem church? It is likely that 

many of the believers had been visiting Jerusalem at Pentecost when they heard 

the Word and were saved. This meant that they were strangers, without 

employment, and the church would have to care for them. In the early days of 

the church, the members had gladly shared with each other (Acts 2:41–47; 4:33–

37); but even their resources were limited. There had also been a famine (Acts 

11:27–30) and the relief sent at that time could not last for too long a time.  

Apart from keeping his promise and meeting a great need, Paul‘s greatest 

motive for taking up the offering was to help unite Jewish and Gentile believers. 

Paul was a missionary to the Gentiles, and this bothered some of the Jewish 

believers (Acts 17:21–25). Paul hoped that this expression of Gentile love would 

help to heal some wounds and build some bridges between the churches. (For 

more information about this offering, read 2 Cor. 8–9.)  

Even though this was a special missionary offering, from Paul‘s instructions 

we may learn some basic principles that relate to Christian stewardship.  

Giving is an act of worship. Each member was to come to the Lord‘s Day 

gathering prepared to give his share for that week. The early church met on the 

first day of the week in commemoration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. (The 

Holy Spirit came on the church at Pentecost on the first day of the week.) It is 

tragic when church members give only as a duty and forget that our offerings are 

to be ―spiritual sacrifices‖ presented to the Lord (Phil. 4:18). Giving should be 

an act of worship to the resurrected and ascended Saviour.  

Giving should be systematic. Some students have suggested that many 

people were paid on the first day of the week during that time in history. But 

even if they were not, each believer was to set aside his offering at home and 

then bring it to the assembly on the first day. Paul did not want to have to take 

up a number of collections when he arrived in Corinth. He wanted the whole 

contribution to be ready. If today‘s church members were as systematic in their 

giving as they are in handling their other financial matters, the work of the Lord 

would not suffer as it sometimes does.  

Giving was personal and individual. Paul expected each member to share 

in the offering, the rich and poor alike. Anyone who had an income was 

                                                           
1Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-c1985). The Bible knowledge 

commentary : An exposition of the scriptures (2:546-547). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



privileged to share and to help those in need. He wanted all to share in the 

blessing.  

Giving is to be proportionate. ―As God hath prospered him‖ (1 Cor. 16:2) 

suggests that believers who have more should give more. The Jewish believers 

in the church would have been accustomed to the tithe, but Paul did not mention 

any special proportion. Certainly the tithe (10 percent of one‘s income) is a good 

place to begin our stewardship, but we must not remain at that level. As the Lord 

gives us more, we should plan to give more.  

The trouble is, too many saints, as they earn more, involve themselves in 

more and more financial obligations; and then they do not have more to give to 

the Lord. Instead of finding a suitable ―level‖ and remaining there, they keep 

trying to ―go higher,‖ and their income is spent rather than invested. As the old 

saying goes, ―When your outgo exceeds your income, then your upkeep is your 

downfall.‖  

Paul made it clear in 2 Corinthians 8–9 that Christian giving is a grace, the 

outflow of the grace of God in our lives and not the result of promotion or 

pressure. An open heart cannot maintain a closed hand. If we appreciate the 

grace of God extended to us, we will want to express that grace by sharing with 

others.  

Money is to be handled honestly. The various churches involved in this 

special offering appointed delegates to help Paul manage it and take it safely to 

Jerusalem. (See 2 Cor. 8:16–24 for more information on the ―finance 

committee‖ that assisted Paul.) It is unfortunate when Christian ministries lose 

their testimony because they mismanage funds entrusted to them. Every ministry 

ought to be businesslike in its financial affairs. Paul was very careful not to 

allow anything to happen that would give his enemies opportunity to accuse him 

of stealing funds (2 Cor. 8:20–21).  

This explains why Paul encouraged the churches to share in the offering 

and to select dependable representatives to help manage it. Paul was not against 

individuals giving personally; in this chapter, as well as in Romans 16, he 

named various individuals who assisted him personally. This no doubt included 

helping him with his financial needs. But generally speaking, Christian giving is 

church-centered. Many churches encourage their members to give designated 

gifts through the church budget.  

It is interesting that Paul mentioned the offering just after his discussion 

about the resurrection. There were no ―chapter breaks‖ in the original 

manuscripts, so the readers would go right from Paul‘s hymn of victory into his 

discussion about money. Doctrine and duty go together; so do worship and 

works. Our giving is ―not in vain‖ because our Lord is alive. It is His 

resurrection power that motivates us to give and to serve.  
2
  

                                                           
2Wiersbe, W. W. (1996, c1989). The Bible exposition commentary. "An exposition of the New 

Testament comprising the entire 'BE' series"--Jkt. (1 Co 16:1). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books. 



1. Collection (͙ͥͩ͛ͫ͝). Peculiar to the New Testament, and occurring only 

here and ver. 2. The classical word is ͬͮͥͥͽ͝͡, Vulg., collecta, which latter is 

also used of the assemblies in which the collections took place. From ͥ͗͝ͺ to 

collect. For such material ministries Paul uses a variety of words; as ʹ ͖ͪͣͫ 

bounty, ver. 3; ͤ ͩͣͧͺ͙ͧ͛ contribution, Rom. 15:26; ͟ Ӎ͙ͥͩ͛͝ blessing, 2 Cor. 9:5; 

͙ͥͣͭͩͮͪ͛͟͝ ministration, 2 Cor. 9:12; ҕͥͦͩͬ͟͡;ͧ͛ͣ alms, Acts 24:17. The word 

ҙͪ͛ͧͩͫ was used by the Greeks to denote a feast of contribution or picnic; a 

club for mutual relief, and a contribution, made as a club-subscription, or for the 

support of the poor. 

The saints. At Jerusalem. Evidently the community of property (Acts 

2:44) had been abandoned; and Augustine supposes that the poverty of the 

Jerusalem Christians was due to that practice. See note on Rom. 15:26. The 

precise causes of the destitution in that church can be only conjectured. 

2. Upon the first day of the week (ͤ͛ͭө ͙ͦ͛ͧ ͖ͬ͛ͭͩͮ͜͜). ͅ ͛ͭө has a 

distributive force, every first day. For week, lit., Sabbath, see on Acts 20:7. 

Lay by him in store (û͛ח Җ͛ͮͭק ͭͣ͗ͭ͢ͺ ͙ͬ͛ͮͪ͢͡͠ͺͧ)., put by himself 

treasuring. Put by at home.
*
 

As God hath prospered (ӆ ͭͣ ҇ͧ ͟Ӎͩͣ͛ͭ͞צ). Lit., whatsoever he may 

prosper in. See on Rom. 1:10; 3 John 2; and on Acts 11:29 for the verb ͟ Ӎûͩͪ͗ͺ 

in the similar sense of making a prosperous journey. 

No gatherings, etc. Rev., collections. The amount would be greater 

through systematic weekly saving than through collections made once for all on 

his arrival. 

When I am come (ӆͭ͛ͧ ҙͥ͢ͺ ͭͽͭ͟). Lit., then whenever I may have 

come. The indefinite whenever and the emphatic then indicate his unwillingness 

to rely upon a special contribution called forth by his arrival at any uncertain 

time. Christian beneficence is to be the outcome of a settled principle, not of an 

occasional impulse. 

3. Approve by your letters. So A. V. and Rev. Others, however, connect 

by letters with will I send, making the letters to be Paul’s introduction to the 

church at Jerusalem. The latter is preferable. The givers are to choose the 

bearers of the collection; Paul, as the originator and apostolic steward of the 

collection, will send the money. 

                                                           
Vulg. Vulgate or Latin Translation of the New Testament. 

lit. Literally. 

* See an article by Dean Plumptre, “St. Paul as a Man of Business,” “Expositor,” first series, i., 259. 

Rev. Revised Version of the New Testament. 

A. V. Authorized Version. 



4. Meet for me to go (҉ͨͣͩͧ ͭͩי ͤ҅ͦӫ ûͩͪ͟;ͬ͛͟͢)ͣ. Lit., if it be worthy of 

my going, i.e., if the gift be sufficiently large to warrant an apostolic journey to 

Jerusalem. This is better than if it be becoming. 
3
  

In this final chapter Paul gives instructions concerning the offering for the poor 

saints in Jerusalem, and also exhortations to the believers in Corinth concerning 

their church life. 

I.     How to Take the Offering (16:1–4) 

A local church gets its financial instructions from the Word (―as I have given 

order‖) and not from the world. How sad it is when churches reject the biblical 

method of financing and adopt worldly methods. All the churches in Paul‘s day 

followed the same biblical pattern; there were to be no exceptions. While these 

instructions deal with a ―missionary relief offering,‖ the principles apply to 

Christian giving in general; see 2 Cor. 8–9. 

A.     Giving was church-centered. 

Otherwise, why would Paul mention ―the first day of the week‖? The churches 

gathered on the Lord‘s Day, and this was when they brought their offerings to 

the Lord. Paul did not encourage the members to send their offerings to him 

personally. He wanted the church to give an expression of its love for the needy 

Jewish believers in Judea. Note in Phil. 4:15–16 that Paul was grateful for 

churches that shared with him. A church member owes it to the Lord and to his 

church to bring his or her tithes and offerings to the church. This does not mean 

that it is wrong to give personal support to workers (2 Tim. 1:16–18), but giving 

to persons must not take the place of our faithfulness to the church. 

B.     Giving was regular. 

Paul encouraged them to bring the money weekly, if possible. Some people are 

paid weekly, others by the month. Paul is saying, ―Don‘tlet your tithes and 

offerings accumulate at home.‖ Systematic, regular giving makes for spiritual 

growth. 

C.     Giving was for everyone. 

Giving was not just for the rich, but rich and poor alike. In fact, in 2 Cor. 8–9, 

Paul tells us that the poor saints in Macedonia gave liberally out of their poverty. 

Here is the biblical model for giving. The church member who is able to give 

but does not give faithfully is a thief: he is robbing God (Mal. 3:7–12); he is 

robbing other Christians, for they pay the bills while he gets the blessings; 

moreover, he is robbing himself of blessings. 

D.     Giving was proportionate: “as he may prosper” (v. 2). 

The tithe was the minimum standard for giving in the OT, and there is no reason 

why this standard should not apply to the NT Christian as well. Tithing was 

practiced long before the Law was given (Gen. 14:20; 28:22), so it cannot be 

argued that tithing is a legalistic practice. 

E.     Giving was carefully handled. 

                                                           
3Vincent, M. R. (2002). Word studies in the New Testament (3:287-289). Bellingham, WA: Logos 

Research Systems, Inc. 



Paul was always careful about the handling of money. He wanted church-

appointed representatives to assist him, lest anyone accuse him of stealing 

money for himself. It is right for a church to have a financial system that 

includes receipts and records. The church‘s financial status should always be the 

best possible as a testimony to the lost, and it will be, if the members are faithful 

to give and if the funds are carefully, prayerfully dispersed. 
4
  

16:1ï4 Arranging the collection 

This is the fifth matter about which the Corinthians wrote (7:1, 25; 8:1; 12:1). 

Paul attached great importance to money being collected for the needy 

Christians in Jerusalem. It had not only a philanthropic motivation, but it 

represented a unique gesture of solidarity by Gentiles to Jews. Normally, the 

Jews of the Dispersion sent gifts to fellow Jews in Jerusalem, but the fact that 

the Gentile churches collected money for Jewish Christians showed the nature of 

the gospel which could break down the decisive racial barrier. 2 The giving was 

to be systematic, setting aside on the first day of the week a sum appropriate to 

their income lit. as ‗the person has been prospered‘, by the Lord. Systematic 

giving was preferred as Paul did not want to have a collection taken up when he 

arrived. 3 Paul would then send the collection on to Jerusalem in the hands of 

people chosen by the Corinthians, having written letters of introduction for 

them. Accountability was demanded. Abuse of ‗trust‘ funds had been so rife 

among the Jews that an escort was provided by the Roman authorities for the 

protection of funds being sent to Jerusalem. 4 Paul will travel with those who 

have the letters and money if he thinks it is appropriate. He speaks not of 

himself accompanying them, but of their accompanying him. He clearly sees 

himself as the apostle of the Gentiles going to the church in Jerusalem with the 

gifts of Christian Gentiles. The gift was finally taken (Rom. 15:26), although, as 

2 Cor. 8–9 shows, the Corinthians appeared not to have followed his teaching 

about systematic giving in vs 1–4. How much time and energy might be saved in 

Christian work if God‘s people simply exercised the discipline of regularly 

counting God‘s goodness and setting aside resources for Christian sharing. Note 

also the care with which Paul handled money in order to avoid any allegations of 

impropriety, and his encouragement to Christians to do 
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In this chapter the apostle, I. Gives directions about some charitable collection to 

be made in this church, for the afflicted and impoverished churches in Judea (v. 

1-4). II. He talks of paying them a visit (v. 5-9). III. He recommends Timothy to 

them, and tells them Apollos intended to come to them (v. 10–12). IV. He 

presses them to watchfulness, constancy, charity, and to pay a due regard to all 

who helped him and his fellow-labourers in their work (v. 13–19). V. After 

salutations from others, and his own, he closes the epistle with a solemn 

admonition to them, and his good wishes for them (v. 20 to the end). 

Verses 1-4 
In this chapter Paul closes this long epistle with some particular matters of 

less moment; but, as all was written by divine inspiration, it is all profitable for 

our instruction. He begins with directing them about a charitable collection on a 

particular occasion, the distresses and poverty of Christians in Judea, which at 

this time were extraordinary, partly through the general calamities of that nation 

and partly through the particular sufferings to which they were exposed. Now 

concerning this observe, 

I. How he introduces his direction. It was not a peculiar service which he 

required of them; he had given similar orders to the churches of Galatia, v. 1. 

He desired them only to conform to the same rules which he had given to other 

churches on a similar occasion. He did not desire that others should be eased 

and they burdened, 2 Co. 8:13. He also prudently mentions these orders of his to 

the churches of Galatia, to excite emulation, and stir them up to be liberal, 

according to their circumstances, and the occasion. Those who exceeded most 

churches in spiritual gifts, and, as it is probable, in worldly wealth (see the 

argument), surely would not suffer themselves to come behind any in their 

bounty to their afflicted brethren. Note, The good examples of other Christians 

and churches should excite in us a holy emulation. It is becoming a Christian not 

to bear to be outdone by a fellow-christian in any thing virtuous and praise-

worthy, provided this consideration only makes him exert himself, not envy 

others; and the more advantages we have above others the more should we 

endeavour to exceed them. The church of Corinth should not be outdone in this 

service of love by the churches of Galatia, which do not appear to have been 

enriched with equal spiritual gifts nor outward ability. 

II. The direction itself, concerning which observe, 

1. The manner in which the collection was to be made: Every one was to lay 

by in store (v. 2), have a treasury, or fund, with himself, for this purpose. The 

meaning is that he should lay by as he could spare from time to time, and by this 

means make up a sum for this charitable purpose. Note, It is a good thing to lay 

up in store for good uses. Those who are rich in this world should be rich in 

good works, 1 Tim. 6:17, 18. The best way to be so is to appropriate of their 

income, and have a treasury for this purpose, a stock for the poor as well as for 

themselves. By this means they will be ready to every good work as the 

opportunity offers; and many who labour with their own hands for a livelihood 

should so work that they may have to give to him that needeth, Eph. 4:28. 

Indeed their treasury for good works can never be very large (though, according 

to circumstances, it may considerably vary); but the best way in the world for 



them to get a treasury for this purpose is to lay by from time to time, as they can 

afford. Some of the Greek fathers rightly observe here that this advice was given 

for the sake of the poorer among them. They were to lay by from week to week, 

and not bring in to the common treasury, that by this means their contributions 

might be easy to themselves, and yet grow into a fund for the relief of their 

brethren. "Every little,‘‘ as the proverb says, "would make a mickle.‘‘ Indeed all 

our charity and benevolence should be free and cheerful, and for that reason 

should be made as easy to ourselves as may be. And what more likely way to 

make us easy in this matter than thus to lay by? We may cheerfully give when 

we know that we can spare, and that we have been laying by in store that we 

may. 

2. Here is the measure in which they are to lay by: As God hath prospered 

them; ti an euodoµtai, as he has been prospered, namely, by divine Providence, 

as God has been pleased to bless and succeed his labours and business. Note, All 

our business and labour are that to us which God is pleased to make them. It is 

not the diligent hand that will make rich by itself, without the divine blessing, 

Prov. 10:4, 22. Our prosperity and success are from God and not from ourselves; 

and he is to be owned in all and honoured with all. It is his bounty and blessing 

to which we owe all we have; and whatever we have is to be used, and 

employed, and improved, for him. His right to ourselves and all that is ours is to 

be owned and yielded to him. And what argument more proper to excite us to 

charity to the people and children of God than to consider all we have as his gift, 

as coming from him? Note, When God blesses and prospers us, we should be 

ready to relieve and comfort his needy servants; when his bounty flows forth 

upon us, we should not confine it to ourselves, but let it stream out to others. 

The good we receive from him should stir us up to do good to others, to 

resemble him in our beneficence; and therefore the more good we receive from 

God the more we should do good to others. They were to lay by as God had 

blessed them, in that proportion. The more they had, through God‘s blessing, 

gained by their business or labour, their traffic or work, the more they were to 

lay by. Note, God expects that our beneficence to others should hold some 

proportion to his bounty to us. All we have is from God; the more he gives 

(circumstances being considered), the more he enables us to give, and the more 

he expects we should give, that we should give more than others who are less 

able, that we should give more than ourselves when we were less able. And, on 

the other hand, from him to whom God gives less he expects less. He is no 

tyrant nor cruel taskmaster, to exact brick without straw, or expect men shall do 

more good than he gives ability. Note, Where there is a willing mind he accepts 

according to what a man hath, and not according to what he hath not (2 Co. 

8:12); but as he prospers and blesses us, and puts us in a capacity to do good, he 

expects we should. The greater ability he gives, the more enlarged should our 

hearts be, and the more open our hands; but, where the ability is less, the hands 

cannot be as open, however willing the mind and however large the heart; nor 

does God expect it. 



3. Here is the time when this is to be done: The first day of the week, kata 
mian sabbatoµn (Lu. 24:1), the Lord‘s day, the Christian holiday, when public 

assemblies were held and public worship was celebrated, and the Christian 

institutions and mysteries (as the ancients called them) were attended upon; then 

let every one lay by him. It is a day of holy rest; and the more vacation the mind 

has from worldly cares and toils the more disposition has it to show mercy: and 

the other duties of the day should stir us up to the performance of this; works of 

charity should always accompany works of piety. True piety towards God will 

beget kind and friendly dispositions towards men. This commandment have we 

from him that he who loveth God love his brother also, 1 Jn. 4:21. Works of 

mercy are the genuine fruits of true love to God, and therefore are a proper 

service on his own day. Note, God‘s day is a proper season on which to lay up 

for charitable uses, or lay out in them, according as he has prospered us; it is 

paying tribute for the blessings of the past week, and it is a proper way to 

procure his blessing on the work of our hands for the next. 

4. We have here the disposal of the collections thus made: the apostle would 

have every thing ready against he came, and therefore gave direction as before: 

That there be no gatherings when I come, v. 2. But, when he came, as to the 

disposal of it, he would leave it much to themselves. The charity was theirs, and 

it was fit they should dispose of it in their own way, so it answered its end, and 

was applied to the right use. Paul no more pretended to lord it over the purses of 

his hearers than over their faith; he would not meddle with their contributions 

without their consent. (1.) He tells them that they should give letters of credence, 

and send messengers of their own with their liberality, v. 3. This would be a 

proper testimony of their respect and brotherly love to their distressed brethren, 

to send their gift by members of their own body, trusty and tenderhearted, who 

would have compassion on their suffering brethren, and a Christian concern for 

them, and not defraud them. It would argue that they were very hearty in this 

service, when they should send some of their own body on so long and 

hazardous a journey or voyage, to convey their liberality. Note, We should not 

only charitably relieve our poor fellow-christians but do it in such a way as will 

best signify our compassion to them and care of them. (2.) He offers to go with 

their messengers, if they think proper, v. 4. His business, as an apostle, was not 

to serve tables, but to give himself to the word and prayer; yet he was never 

wanting to set on foot, or help forward, a work of charity, when an opportunity 

offered. He would go to Jerusalem, to carry the contributions of the church at 

Corinth to their suffering brethren, rather than they should go without them, or 

the charity of the Corinthians fail of a due effect. It was no hindrance to his 

preaching work, but a great furtherance to the success of it, to show such a 

tender and benign disposition of mind. Note, Ministers are doing their proper 

business when they are promoting or helping in works of charity. Paul stirs up 

the Corinthians to gather for the relief of the churches in Judea, and he is ready 

to go with their messengers, to convey what is gathered; and he is still in the 

way of his duty, in the business of his office. 
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