
PASTORS AND WIVES RETREAT 

AUGUST 2010 

Blvd. Decebal  Nr.14  Bl.S6  Sc.4  Et.6  Ap.88  Sector 3, Bucuresti, Romania  30967 - Voip:  317-495-2414 

GRAEF FAMILY 
ABWE - ROMANIA 

Scotte Staab (our team leader) and I have a passion 
for bringing help to the Romanian pastors, especially 
the church planters and village pastors.  Life for them 
can be difficult and lonely.  Most have to work multiple 
jobs in order to be a pastor.  We chartered a bus and 
brought more than 50 pastors, wives, and 
missionaries together to be refreshed by God’s Word 
and common fellowship.  My dad, Ron Graef (40 yrs. 
at Evangel Baptist, Taylor, MI) was the speaker.  I 
organized the schedule, led the morning devotional 
and led interactive games.  Scotte did the promotions 
and registrations and led worship.  Gela ran the 
kitchen which was a highlight for everyone!  For many 
of the pastors, this was the first time they had ever 
been to something like this.  It gave them a great 
opportunity to get to meet other pastors experiencing 
similar difficulties.  It also showed some of the pastors 
from larger cities how they can help the other pastors. 

They were truly 
encouraged to be able to spend time in prayer 
together, to sing together, and to be fed God’s word in 
a way that is relevant to them. 

life’s questions.  Then I brought up the question of his 
eternal destiny.  I asked him if he were to die and 

stand before Jesus, what would he say?  He said, “I 
would ask Him to consider all of my works and see if I 
deserve to enter Heaven.”  I told him that was exactly 
what was going to happen.  I showed him Revelations 
20:12 where all will be judged according to their works 
if their names are not in the book.  You could see the 
light turn on!  Then I showed him how to get his name 

in the book.  Today, Tudor’s name is in the book!   

 

During those first three weeks of camp, I spoke 30 
times, played piano for two weeks during the worship, 
helped run sports events such as basketball, white- 
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SIX WEEKS OF CAMP 

 
It has been a great experience to have my children 
serving with us during the camps this summer.  For 
the first three weeks of camp, we averaged 85 
people at each camp, and had over a dozen 
salvations.  One that was especially dear to me 
was a young man in his mid-twenties who is 
Romanian Orthodox.  After preaching on the 
relevance of the Bible for today, he had some 
questions.  We spoke for a while and I 
demonstrated to him our trust in God’s word for all 

SIX WEEKS OF CAMP – CONT. 
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water rafting, rock climbing, hiking, soccer and rugby in 
the mud!  We had two chapel services per day, plus 
group devotions and discussion times.  

 

 

Prayer Box:  3 weeks of camp;  Friday night 
Bible study; New Brides Bible study;  Missions 
trip to Turkey;  Church plant at Deo Gloria;  
David going to Word of Life Hungary;  Jessica 
taking online courses from Masters;  Tom’s 
back and knee problems; Language Studies. 
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RAINBOW – WITH PRETEENS 

Jessica graduated from High school from the 
Bucharest Christian Academy and plans on taking 
online courses from Masters.  My parents, Ron and 
Irene Graef, were able to make it here in time to see 
her graduate.  David has been accepted to Word of 
Life Institute in Hungary and will spend the next year 
there.  He will help in 3 more weeks of camp and then 
have 4 days to get to Budapest.  A good friend of the 
family, Clint Weddle, came for the summer and 
helped serve at the Pastor’s retreat and in 3 weeks of 
camp.  He was able to give a testimony in a village 
church as well. 

FUTURE MINISTRY 

We have currently been involved in three 
churches:  Deo Gloria (Glory to God), Cer Deschis 
(Open Heaven), and Alpha Omega.  God has 
really been using us at Alpha Omega.  I took 
Pastor Soterius to Istanbul and it has had a 
profound effect on his life and ministry.  Since, we 
have started a missions team from the church who 
has taken the responsibility to teach and 
encourage the church in the area of foreign 
missions and the unreached people groups.  We 
are trying to arrange an evangelistic trip into 
Turkey this fall with nearly a dozen people going 
with me!  I am also scheduled to teach a small 
group on Fridays and already have people asking 
to join our group.  Also this fall, I will be teaching  
at a retreat for young men on “How to study the 
Bible and prepare a sermon.” 

We plan on helping more at Deo Gloria since they 
are a new church plant and the pastor has asked 
for our assistance.  

We have 3 more weeks of camp starting August 
15.  I will speak at the first week of camp in the 
Ukraine.  Each camper from the church had to 
bring an unbeliever in order to come to camp, so 
we should have many unbelievers at camp.  The 
next two weeks of camp will be back in Romania, 
with one in the North and one in the South.  Ken 
Rudolph will be the speaker.  The first of those 
weeks has 124 registered, but only 8 are believers 
from the church! 

Gela was asked by a young lady (new bride) to do 
a Bible study.  When other ladies heard, they 
asked to join.  She will still do the one individually, 
but has 6-8 others who will form a group. 


