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August 22, 2010 Pastor David King 

 Part 4-The 144,000: 
 The Sealed for Life and Righteousness 
 Revelation 7 
Chapter 7 is considered an interlude where we return 

to heaven where God is sealing for himself 144,000 from the  

nation of Israel and where a multitude of  martyred believers are  

worshipping God.  It is significant to note that the connection between the activities 

in heaven and the activities upon earth.  On earth believers are being martyred, yet 

in heaven they are immediately brought before the throne to worship and be 

comforted.  In heaven God is sealing 144,000 Jews and upon the earth these sealed 

ones are experiencing fruitful and protected ministry.  Make no mistake; the 

activities of heaven orchestrate the realities upon this earth.  As Isaiah said, “Thus 

says the Lord:  „Heaven is my throne, and the earth is My footstool.‟” 

 

 
 Their Identity:  Who are they? 

Romans 11:25-27, Zech. 12:10; Dan. 9:24-27; Rev. 14:1-14 

This speaks of Israelôs being set aside for a timeé 

 

Romans 11:25-27 25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of 

this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has 

happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 

26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The Deliverer will come out of 

Zion, And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; 

27 For this is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins.” 

 

These verses along with countless others remind us that there is still a future time for 

the house of David, Israel as a national identity. 

 

Zechariah 12:10 10 “And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants 

of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom 

they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and 

grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn. 

 

Daniel’s prophesy of the 70 weeks helps clarify what God is doing in the past, 

present and future. 

 

Daniel 9:24-27 24 “Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for your 

holy city, To finish the transgression, To make an end of sins, To make reconciliation 

for iniquity, To bring in everlasting righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, 

And to anoint the Most Holy. 

25 “Know therefore and understand, That from the going forth of the command To 

restore and build Jerusalem (decree by Artaxerxes Longimanus, issued on March 5, 

444 B.C., Neh. 2:1-8.) Until Messiah the Prince (First advent, Triumphal entry), 

There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built again, and 

the wall, Even in troublesome times. 

26 “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off (crucifixion), but not for 

Himself; And the people of the prince who is to come Shall destroy the city and the 

sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, And till the end of the war desolations 

are determined. 

27 Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week (Tribulation Period); 

But in the middle of the week (3 ½ years, 1280 days) He shall bring an end to 

sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes 

desolate, Even until the consummation, which is determined, Is poured out on the 

desolate.” 

We are currently living in the parenthesis between the first 69 “sevens” and the last 

“seven”, otherwise known as Daniel’s 70
th
 week, the tribulation period.   This 

tribulation period is spoken of by Jesus in the Olivet DiscourseðMatthew 24é 

Matthew 24:4-17 4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that 

no one deceives you. 

5 For many will come in My name, saying, „I am the Christ,‟ and will deceive 

many.  (First Seal) 

6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not 

troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

7 For nation will rise against nation, (Second Seal)and kingdom against 

kingdom. And there will be famines (Third Seal), pestilences, and 

earthquakes in various places. (Fourth Seal) 

8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be 

hated by all nations for My name‟s sake. (Fifth Seal) 

10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate 

one another. 

11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 

12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 
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13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 

14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a 

witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. 

15 “Therefore when you see the „abomination of desolation,‟ spoken of by 

Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him 

understand), 

16 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 

17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his 

house. 

The 144,000 are the sealed from the tribes of Israel, they are believing 

Israel! 

Revelation 14:1-14 1 Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, 

and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His Fatherôs name 

written on their foreheads. 

2 And I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice 

of loud thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps. 

3 They sang as it were a new song before the throne, before the four living creatures, 

and the elders; and no one could learn that song except the hundred and forty-four 

thousand who were redeemed from the earth. 

4 These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are virgins. These 

are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed from 

among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. 

5 And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are without fault before the 

throne of God. 

6 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 

gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth to every nation, tribe, tongue, and 

peopleð 

7 saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His 

judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 

springs of water.” 

8 And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 

because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 

9 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships 

the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 

10 he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out 

full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and 

brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 

11 And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest 

day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of 

his name.” 

12 Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments 

of God and the faith of Jesus. 

13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: „Blessed are the dead 

who die in the Lord from now on.‟ ” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from 

their labors, and their works follow them.” 

14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of 

Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 

ONE MORE ITEM TO BE CONSIDEREDé 

WHERE IS DAN IN THE LIST OF THE TRIBES? 

Much speculation has arisen about why the tribe of Dan is omitted. Joseph and one of his 

two sons, Manasseh, are listed, but Ephraim, Joseph’s other son, is omitted. Thus if Dan 

were included, there would have been 13 tribes. According to J.B. Smith, Scripture contains 

29 lists of the tribes of Israel in the Old and New Testaments and in no case are more than 

12 tribes mentioned (A Revelation of Jesus Christ, p. 130). The tribe omitted was usually 

Levi, from which the priesthood came. Inasmuch as it is normal to have only 12 and not 13 

tribes, the omission of Dan is not significant. Perhaps Dan was omitted here because it was 

one of the first tribes to go into idolatry (Jud. 18:30; cf. 1 Kings 12:28-29). However, Dan 

is mentioned in Ezekiel 48:2 in the millennial land distribution.1  

I personally believe that the omission of Dan is a mystery that will be revealed by God in 

the future and too much speculation on the omission of Dan is like “grasping the wind,” as 

God does not give us a hint to why they were omitted here, nor why other tribes are 

omitted many of the other listings of the tribes.  Also consider the fact that 12 apostles 

were called the 12 when there was only 11 (Judas was dead). 

 Their Protection:  What is the extent of their protection? 

Revelation 7:3 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till 
we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 
                                                           
1Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-c1985). The Bible knowledge 

commentary : An exposition of the scriptures (2:949). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



Page 3 of 4 

 

Revelation 9:4 4 They were commanded not to harm the grass of the 
earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not 
have the seal of God on their foreheads. 

It seems that these 144,000 escape the divine judgments upon the earth and 

I would suggest they also escape the martyrdom of the beast and his forces 

as they are seen in Rev. 14 singing praises to the lamb. 

 Their Purpose:  For what purpose are they sealed? 

Revelation 14:4-6 

4 These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are virgins. These 

are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed from 

among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. 

5 And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are without fault before the 

throne of God. 

6 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 

gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth to every nation, tribe, tongue, and 

peopleð 

It seems that there purpose is to be the spotless ambassadors of God in the 
tribulation period to all the nations as they are the instrumental group in 
bringing people from all nation, tongue and tribe to faith in Jesus Christ.  In both 
Revelation 8 and 14 the saved of every nation follow closely on the heals of the 
introduction and description of the 144,000.  There is an apparent connection 
between these two groups which suggest their activities of evangelizing the lost 
on earth during the tribulation. 

 

 Their Identity:  Who are they? 

Converts during the tribulation period 

 Their Protection:  To what extent are they protected?  

Revelation 6:9-11 9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 

those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until 

You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 

11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they 

should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and 

their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed. 

 

Their protection was that they escape the 2
nd

 death.  Much like 

believers today their hope is not in their earthly deliverance, but in 

their eternal deliverance. 

 

The hall of faith concludes not with those that overcame earthly trials 

through physical deliverance, but those that endured earthly trials to 

receive eternal, spiritual deliverance! 

 
Hebrews 11:33-40 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked 

righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 

34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of 

weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the 

armies of the aliens. 

35 Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not 

accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. 

36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and 

imprisonment. 

37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with 

the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, 

afflicted, tormented— 

38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 

mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 

39 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not 

receive the promise, 

40 God having provided something better for us, that they should not be 

made perfect apart from us. 
 

 Their Purpose:  For what purpose are they chosen? 

Revelation 7:13-17 13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are 

these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?” 

14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” So he said to me, “These are the ones who 

come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb. 
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15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in 

His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 

16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike 

them, nor any heat; 

17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them 

to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.ò 

 

Their purposeéTo be the object of Godôs redeeming love and perfect comfort! 
 

 

 Our Identity:  Who are we?   
1 Corinthians 12:12-14; 2 Corinthians 5:17, 20, 21 

1 Corinthians 12:12-14 12 For as the body is one and has many members, 

but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is 

Christ. 

13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body— whether Jews or 

Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one 

Spirit. 

14 For in fact the body is not one member but many. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:20-21 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as 

though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ‟s behalf, be 

reconciled to God. 

21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become 

the righteousness of God in Him. 
 

 Our Protection:  To what extent are we protected? 
Matthew 16:18; Revelation 2:8-11; 1 Thess. 5:9-10 

Matthew 16:18 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock 

I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

 

Revelation 2:8-11 8 “And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, „These 

things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life: 

9 “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I 

know the blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a 

synagogue of Satan. 

10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the 

devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and 

you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you 

the crown of life. 

11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He 

who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” ‟ 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:9-10 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain 

salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together 

with Him. 
 

 Our Purpose:  For what purpose are we chosen 
Matthew 28:19-20 

Matthew 28:19-20 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit,20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 

and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
 

The church’s specific purpose in this age is to make disciples…God is most 

glorified in His church when it is actively reproducing and multiplying 

Christ followers! 

“After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could 

number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and 

before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and 

crying out with a loud voice, saying, „Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 

throne, and to the Lamb!‟” 

Revelation 7:9-10 


